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FIR_—_ by the Lords in Parliament Aſſembled, That this 
Houſe gives Thanks to Mr. Horton, for his great pains ta- 
ken in his Sermon Preached the laſt Faſt before the Lk of 
Parliement inthe Abbey Church Weſtminſter. And he is hereby 
deſired to Print, and publifh the ſame, which is to be Printed 
onely by Authority under his own Hand. 


For Brown Cleric: Parliamen. 


|| Do appoint Samml Gellibrand to Print my Sermon. 
Tho: Horton, 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONORABLE 
Houst of PEERs 


At This Time Afembled in 
PARLIAMENT, 


My Lords, 


Hen Tour L:ydſpips were pleaſed to ſummon me t» this 

* WH ork of Preaching to Tow, I muſt confeſſe I bad at the firſt 

ſome reluGtancies in me 4 being privy to mine own unveor- 

thines,and inſufficiency to ſo Great a Tack; But when Ibad 

recolleGed my ſelf, and conſider d that in Tour ſimmons 

there w4 in a ſort the Call of God, Inow began to be very much ſati/- 

fied, yea to draw incouragement from that which before was 2 diſ-heart= 

ning to me. Obſerving thu very well, that it us the uſuall manner of God 

in ſuch buſineſſes as theſe are, not onely to work by weak , and wirtbleſſe 

Inſtruments, but alſo ſometimes by them ( to chooſe )rather then others, 2 Cox, 4,7. 

that the Excellency of the power might be of Him, and not of | _ 

us. 1; i4 no matter what be the T ongue in the motion of (vo Admirable Tt ON 

a Guide 6 bu own Spirit ; nor it no matter what be the Pcn in the _ yo 

Handof ſo excellent a Scribe as Himſelf 1s. Surely the Providence of ezm eſt cvpi- 

God in thoſe Imployments whereunto Himſelf cals #9 , does make a very cus quam nec 

Great Difference in tho ſe Perſons, which are otherwiſe the [2 e, either IO ug; SCl- 

by rayſing the Ad auall performance above the Havitnall $alification, he m_ 

in regard of Aﬀiſt ance, or ly b/eſſmg the preſent performance with an ns. We 

efficacy beyond it ſelf in regard of ſuccelſe. ei:iis 1n2eni- 
In theſe Thoughts, and Hopes (Ri, hr Homnurable) bave I undert then un tenue & 

this Double Service in Oedience to T onr Honours Commands; in the w_ 6 yes 

Pulpit firſt, and now in the Prefſe. The latter of which (ſpecially, I T p hc, = 

ſbonld never have ventur dupen *, if as I was gyavranted thereunto by bols ſub Nm. 

the (pr. 


The Epiſtie Dedicatory. 


—— >| OO W——_— - — - 


Hoe 24 ctimi- the fulnefle of Towr Lordſbir's Authoriry, ſo I had not been ani mared 
 -0cogmger thrreunto by the Freenelle of T onr Lordſhip: Invitation- 
in omGbus reg 1 Þere brembly preſent both to T our omonrs, and to the World an Ar 
mus, etizm £ument, which I conceive moſt ſutable to theſe Times, which are now up* 
bonos nos, & on 1 ; Being at once both Dayes of in, and Dayes of ſecurity; wherein 
[anctos ele (a Salvian of o/d complain'd of thoſe Times which Himſelf lived in,) 
| gr FR we do aggravateour Iniquity by the conceit of our Innocency; 
"rh and are ſ{o much the worſe, as we think our ſclves the Better. 
iniquizatis of- Indeed I know very well, that the Devill there moſt buſte where he 
tenlz przſum- thinks he has the ſhorteſt time ; Aud Times of Retormation are for 
| 0p, the moſt part Times of Temptation, but therefore we fp5/d not be 
Dei. 1ib "Fo ignorant of Satans devices, but there increaſe our Jealouſtes, where 
Rev.12.12, beſtudies to increaſe our Dangers. 
3 Cor-2.11, There are two things which(as Aultin well obſerves ) do make the 
De verb. Apli, Dayes to be Evill. MALITIA & MISERTA. Sin, and the Puniſh- 
= ads ment of ſin.IVe have our ſpare in Both at this preſent Time; And the 
_ Gnu 1 7's fatter as conſequent tothe Former. We might ſave God a Great deal of 
eixerte rudy o- labour, and our ſelves a Great deal of ſorrow, if we had but lefſe ſen 
wemes i Tis —_— 3 Which (a Pericles ſzid once to the Athenians) is to be 
Ty bayr'ov feared does us more hurt, then all the plots of our Enemies be- 
Naveles. _ fides The work of this inſuing Sermon i in ſome ſmall and peak mea 
2 _ * ſure to lay open this unto 9, and to affe@ us with it. All that I now take 
* care for isto have the Bleſſing of God upon it, to make it ſucceſſefull 
whtch (beſides the daily remembrance of Towr Lordſbips unwearied In- 
deauours for the Publick Good ) 1s the earneſt and moſt hearty prayer of 


Your Honours 
moſt humbly deyoted 


in the ſervice of Chriſt, 


T ho: Horton. 


A SEkr Mon Preached to the Right 


Honourable House of LoRDOs, 


On the Day of the Monethly Faft, 
December 30». 1646» 


Numb. Chap. XX XII. Verl. XXIIL 


But if ye will ot do ſo, behold, je have ſinned azainft the 
Lord: an4 be ſure your ſin will find yow out. 


His Day, it is a ſearching Day; And this Text, it 
is a ſearching Text. The Day calls us to the 
N finding out of our fins, as the proper work of a 
5 Falt, and Humiliation of our fouls before God. 
And the Text tels us of our fins finding out of 
our ſelvesupon ſuppeſition of falling intothem; 
and voluntary continuance in them. It is a Text,which extends 
it ſe}t not onely to the limits of this Auditory, and the Aﬀſem- 
bly now met together in this particular place; but which rea- 
ches as well tuthe whole Kingdom belides, and to the Conſci- 
ence ot every manthat livesin it. It a man could preach to All 
England Perſnalh,(as I doin part, at this time, Repreſentatively ) 


this Scripture might very well ſuce, and correſpond with fuch 
an occalion. 


It was for the firſt Originat,and Primitive riſe of it,deliverd The Coh:- 
by che Holy Man ſes ro r wo of the Tribes of Iſrael, Rexben acc 


and Gad And that upon a Peticion preter'd by them ro him= 
ſelf, together with Elezzxr the Prieit, and the Princes of the 

Cong. egation;for the injoying of their Inheritance on that tide 
% Jordan; 
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Jordan ; asye may tec in the beginning of the Chapter. They 
ſaw it was a goodly feat, where they now were, and futable to 
their own Accommodations ; elpecially, tor their Catte7; and 
now they intreat to be excuſed tor ſtirting and paſting any fur= 
ther, though it ſhonld make tor the Common Good and Bene» 
fit of their Brethren. Private relpcCts and interclts are for the 
molt part very Great Hinderances, and Impediments to pub. 
Jick lervices. Yet this was the preſent Detire of theſe two Tribes, 
Aud this Verſe which I have now read unto you is a part of 
A1 4cs his Aniwer, which hc thinks titting to return untothemn. 
But if yew ill n## d. ſ'y / enold jebave ſim ed, ce 
The DiviGo1z, In which words we have two main Parts ob{ervable cf ne, 
Firſt, The Diſcovery or Intimation of Im.Secondly, | he Threats 
Try  Generall (4jng or Deaunciation of Judgement, The Diſcovery o! tin; that 
cakes we have in the trit Clauſe. But if ye willnot ds ſo, [ chad ye bave 
ſinned again ſt the Lord. The Denuntiation of Judgement, that we 
have inthe Jatterz And be [re your fin will find you ent. 

We begin brk of all with the Forw's : 232. The Diſcovery of 
ſin; in the frit part, But if ye will not, &c. Where we fee Moſes 
deals treely, and plainly, and cpen!y wich them, as became the 
Prophct ot the Lord, and herein approves himfelt to be that 

Hebr, 3.2, which the Apotlle ſtyles himy even fi:h/ill in all bis houſe. Betore 

The 614 Ge. WE come tothe main point conliderable and as principa!ly in- 

nerall. tended inthe Text, as the particular ſcope of ir, here is ſomes» 

The Diſceve- what which we may obterve in Genera/,as preparatory and ins 

ry of (:n. troductive hereunto, and that in fundry Deductions, which 1 
ſhall but name and towch upon, 

Generall OL. As firlt for the manner of kis propoſall, and breaking of this bu= 

creationt. finefleto them. 1} yewillnor, &c. We fce hereghe does but make 

an If of itz hedocs ncrt abiolutely conclude itas being willing £9 

hope che belt. * Sapp, ficto nihil prnitinefſe, as we vie to (peak. 

Theesno hurt inan 1; itthai beall. He had heard what came 

from then: w hereby they had viven ſhrewd ſuſpicions ; bur yer 

'F he thir.ks they may ar lait repent them, as indeed in conclution 

The manner © they did, and theretore but Tf, This fhews us how we ſhou!'d 

of pr-,pſall. Carry onr ielves upon ſuch occaſions as theie arc; nawely, with 

I Ccr.:3.7- ail the tairncfle and ingenmry that poſſibiy may be, Joyned tor 

geiher with a fpirit of diſcerning and tear «t milcarriage. 

We ought not (0 be too raſh! in our Cenſures, nor peren-prory in 

our 
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our D-rerminations againk any withuur Jult ground,and caufe 
for it, but carry it with a!l the charicablenefle, and favourable 
con!truction that we can,and as the thing it (elf will admit*. * gym fave: 
Thus does Moſes in this Text. He does nat ſay abſolutely they is crga omnen 
+14 tinned, or word (o, bur onely fuppotes it. If ye will not. lubcm t1 702 
And yer this 1f of His it was not an id!c If ncicher. It was not © = __ 
a {uppolition without caute. There was ſome ground and occa- EE _— 
ton tor it. This imoke it had ſome fire which weat along with Arabs. Pocta 
it, and thighre it had lome fuell affoarded unto it. And that Ancnym 
was that overture which we td thete Tribes to have mzde in - 
the beginning, of this Chapter. This made Myſes to Calſpett 
them, and to bea lictle j alous of them, and accordingly here 
to admonith them, and todea] thus fteely with them. Where- 
by he would hint thus much untous ; That as we muttnor on 
the one tide be too raſh, and conderanethere.where we have no 
cauſe; fo on the other lide we nru;t nor be coo blinde, and not 
{ee wherechings are plain before our eyes. Either of thefe js 
unſcemly,and ill becomiag thoſe who have tadeal with others 
{ouls. Burt fomuchin a word of char, $5004 2750 2 EO Oe 
Again, ſecondly; Tn thatiris fatdherey Tf ye wilt nat d6'(6 Ob-, 11, 
(ſerve, that there's a grear deal of guilt and iniquity even infins The guilgot 
of Omiſim. The negle& of what we ſhor'd. dv is'a bulinefſe which. Oontlton, 
we are accomteble for, as well, as the venturing uponthat 
which we fed farverr: And we miy as wellldotdo Httle, as da" 
toomuch.-Thefe Tribesrhey were rigr Ifketywdbe aility bf any 
great and notoribis Ommmi fn. No; bu they woudd ſhrink fro n 
their Daly, and that work which God had calPd rhem unto; and 
this would: be a Im in them.” Therfore ſes warns them of ir to 
preyentthem in ir. We-are nor'onely commanded by God to ab-. 
ltixiry fromieviÞ, bat hkewiſeto dv god. And the Billing inthiris 
ſuch a mattec'as the prope of God artwong tor benick vrieved 
and huntbled for: And fo ſhould every anevf #4. That we are 
no morefrairfull in-our places, nordiligent'in our catlings, nor 
| watchtu' over thoſe oppo:tupiries,w hich Ogg affords us & purs 
intvodr hands. Tide we'do'and/recelve;nomiore good; therfor 
the molt part we do, th# is ground andwiarter of ferions huiht- 
liavion wnto-us: yea thateyen forthe drtixs thetnfelves, w*®*for 
thefubliance we iet upon our hearts'are no'more iflarged” in 
them. That our prayersarc totull of —pap———_—_ our hearings 
2 {0 
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IIL. 
The manner 
of cxprcflion- 


ſo full of dulneſfle, and our faſtings fo tull of cuſtomarines, and 
our converſe {o full of unprofitableneſſeas oftentimes it is: th: t 
we donot riſe to that height, and pitch, and meaſure, and dc- 
gree of goodneſſe, which God expeCts and requires of us. This 
ſhould ſeriouſly humble us, and caſt us down in his light. Yer, 
this isa point, which but few lay to heart. It may be if they 
fall into ſome grolle and hainous crimes, whoredome, or mur- 
ther,of the like,&c.they area little ſtartled at itzand their Con- 
ſcience begins to check them. But zeg/«&;, and leaving duty un» 
done, this ir ſeldome or never troubles them : Now this is that 
which we ought to conlider, and to be affected withall. And 
eſpecially ſo much che morezas wehave at any time the greater 
= vantages ard opportunities adminiltred unto us. Thoſe 
which have greater parts then others, in matterof wit; And 
thoſe which have greater eltates then others, in matter of 
wealth. And thoſe which have greater Honours then others, 
and more Authoricy, and Eminency in the world in matter of 
place. Theſchad need to be tu mwch the more thy, and wary of 
theſe tins of omiſſion, which areſomuch the more dangerous 
inchem.. Which welearn briefly-from this paſſage betore us 
here inthe Texc. If ye will not do ſe, ye have ſinned. 

Again, thi. dly , Obſerve here the manner of Expreſſion. Firſt, 
in the ſpecification of the Perſons, and bringing the bulineſſe 
home to their particular Conſciences. Here's no mincing , nor 
daybing at all, but plain-dealing: If yox will not do (o, you have 
linned. He joyns the ſm and the perfons together: layes the ſaddle 
upon the righ: Horlez and the Cenſure there where it belongs. 
He does not ſay onely, It is a fin, but y-# have ſinned. The life 
of Dodtrine lies in the Application of it ; as Nathan in his deal- 
ing with David: Tho art the man. And that the rather in regard 
of our diſpolition to the contrary, which is ſtill to drive it off 
from our Eves. ay nothing concerned in it : If it be ors, then 
facſpoth 'cis not ſm, take heed of that by all means. Ifit be ſi, 
again it is not ors : be1ureto rid our own hands of it.But 


therefore does the Miniltery of the Word ſupply this defef in 
us. Ic is a ſor, and you guilty of it. 
Belides further,the manner of expreſſion may be taken notice 
of inthe 'yirg of the Accaſation,in that it is here put in the 
e 


preterper 


&renſe, ye bave inned. Have finned? Nay, but ſoft I 
pray, 


oc, 


W—_ 
Tn — 
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pray, why ſe? One would have thought ir had been a great 
deal more ſutable in the ordinary congrunty of ſpeech,to have 
Liid ic in the fire, and fo rather to have ſet it thus. If ye will 
not doſo, yeſÞalltin,or ye will lin; and not to ſay,ye have tinned, 
this ſeems tob2 a little zmproper, and prepoſterow, and ſomewhat 
co0quick totake them up before they aredown- Pur yet it is 
that which the holy Ghoſt rather makes choice of for very 
good reaſon: as namely this: firit, hereby to fignifie that there 
is a guilt even inevill parpoſes and reſolutions before they come 
into AZ. T he very thought of fooliſhveſle is fin, as Solomon tels 
us. For any but to reſolve with themſelyes to withdraw from 


Prov. 24-9, 


that which is their duty,it is a fin in Gods account , though 


they have nor yer withdrawn from it: ſo it was bere with theſe 
people in the Text. Whiles they now had ſuch thoughts in 
themſelves to decline that work which belonged untotbem, it 
had the danger of guilt upon them, though they had not as yet 
done it. This is that which we ſhould think for our fel ves, that 
God confiders and judges of us by what we are in our Intentions, 
as we las by what wearein our Aims, whether in good or 
evil,what we wou'd be, that wich him we are. Secondly; ic is ſaid, 
ye have linned, rather then ye ſbal. Hereby toputit more our of 
doubt, as a thing which was certainly ſo indeed, as ſure, as if 
they had done it already. And ſo much alſo for thor. 

ourthly, Obſerve the Nature of the Argument, which Moſes 


ITIL 


here uſes unto them. There's ſomewhat which we may learn The Nature 
alſo from that. When he would put this People upon a ſervice, of the Argu- 


which concern'd them, and became them toundertake ; How 
does he go about co perſwade them, and to work upon then? 
Why, hedoes it inthe firlt place thus ; by telling them that in 
the Omiſlion of ir, they ſhould be guilty of fix. Here was now 
Argumentum ad Homines. He knew whom he ME , at leaſt 


for a great party amonglit them, to wit, the le of God: 
_ ” would hint thus much nntous; Thatthere is _ ſuch 
orcible Argument to prevail upon Gods le for the doi 

of any thing which is their _ » as Cs this w. 
them, that they ſhould ſ#n, if they did nor perform it. 1f ye will 
, nat do ſo, ye have ſinned. Moſes thinks he has now ſaid enough. And 
ſoindecd he had; becauſe this is that main Principle which the 
godly ſtill go by; that they ſhun,and _ thu,whatſocyer y 
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do brides, This ts that which a Gracious Heait does abiolute- 
Yy propound to it felt, as the rule which {hall bear ſway wich it 
+ 24:p709 24 WPon all occations , By no meaxs willmg'y to ſin ©. Therule which 
<23v iauap- Others go by, is By no means willingly to ſuffer; Art no hand to ander- 
ever. Aic!, 80 any ſorrom, thotgh the eſcaping ot it colt then their ſouls; 
From:th. They't befureto look rothat ; And fo ( as E/ibz tpeaks) chyoſe 
Wb 36-2 2, hoe "thy AIRS bs 
iniquity rather then affi.Gzom *, But this is the purpole of thote 
which are good; not to allow themſelves wihtingly in any ſy. 
So that now if ye can bat convince them ot 2/25, ye have (uffei« 
emly wrought upon them, and may bring them to whar you: 
will. Which i herefore is a very good courſe to be taken by-owr 
ſelves in ſuch caſes astheſe are. When we would take men off 
from any thing,which is amitje,or put chem torward upon any 
thing which becomes them, this is the readiott way, which we 
cantake with them; it they beſuch as are religious, to warn 
thein of fin. 
Caution, Onely, Imuſt pat in this caution; That we be ſure that it be 
{o indeed; and that we proceed npon right grounds : Otherwife 


we our ſelves ſhall be'enilty of a great milcarriage,- which: too- 
many ſometimeyfall into, who ty work about their own'ends, | 
and-to accompliſythcir priva edeltignes, which they lay down 
tothemfelves,do intangle the Contciences©t tle weak by thoſe 
burthens, which they lay upon-thera, becanſe they know they- 
are.tender, and ferupulous: This'is anhorribleprotanation of | 
Gods Ordinance; and a'great'abafe of Guds peeple'; which 
therefore we mult be wary of: Hoſe; here did tot (o. Heknew ie 
was a ſin indedd ;this ſixppoſed -omiffin., and accordingly is 
thiisnrgert withthdm.totakeheed, how they fell into it. 
V. __ And furtherffobthe Aniplification obthis Argament;Te bod 
__ " ſonmned apwlifitle BUAD. Pheyets a (pecyall enfphiatis in 1544 
Alum, #146. To fignifiechar3bW#inall oarhini{borld notrof all affett 
: 15. 1t was ſorgewhar,thacthey thould have frined againſt Roſes, 
and agaiaft their Brethren, and againltthemſe ver (as indeed they 
had done alkthts,i1tGuek anegleRtYyen,bur againſt the LORD. 
This was thatwhich pintht-rhot Hbw exn I dorkizereat when? 
a Gen.39 9. kednell*, and final Gd lars Filet when te wastertipes: 
ed tormcleanneſle. And God forbid that 1 ſpud fon ag inſt the 
b 1 Sam. 12.23 FO RD, i etuſing topray fir you, ſaies SahhnelC meine to the 
e Plat. $1.4 people *.And David concerning Himſelf. Againlt zheeghve ondy 
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havel (inncd. That 's.Tta:d upm nothing lo muchas] doupon 
this. And old El: g1ves us thereaion in h's arguing with his 1 Sama.:.v5. 
ſons. It one man (in againſt another, the 7xdgefha]] judge him; 

Bur if a mani {ii againit the LORD, who ſball intreac for bim? 

Th s is that which Aer urges upen theſe Tiibes, the murero 

work npon them. Ye have finne4, and ye bave ſinned againſt the 

LORD. ; 

Laltly, here's the word of <cxcitement, which is prefixt to ., VI. s 
make ic more remarkable. Behold : There are two words in this aw wwn. 

: . Cxciticingnt. 

Text of ſpecial info cement,and provocation Here's BEHOLD, 

and BE SURE. Behold, that's'prefixt to the ſin. And Be ſure, ; 
that's prel xc to the puniſpÞment. And both upon very good 

ground. Whercin the dpirie of God applyes himſelf {utably 

to our natural Temper,and Diipolition.In matter of Fudzement, 

and Pan'ſhment ; here we are commonly ſecure, and preſumptu- 

ous,we cannot be/eeve it; Therefore for this, Be fare. And in mat- 

ter of ſin, and'tranſgreſſion, bere we are commonly blinde, and 

ignorant, we will net acknowledge it. Therefore for this, Bebold. . 
And this latter is that which here firlt offers ir ſelf ro us, as be- 
| ing ficſk in theorder of the words. 

This is the fiering of the Peacon, to make us ſn much the 
more look about us, and to conlider how it is with us, which is 
not (as [ ſaid) without cauſe, and occalion tor it. This is the 
ficit (tep in Repentance to bring the maletaor inſizht, and to 
ſet the lin before oxy eyes: ro behold it, and view it well; wich- 
eut which we cannot ſo cafily condemn it, and' ſet our (clvcs 
againk it. That man can never be hmiled for his fin,who is rot 
ficit convinced of his linz And that man cannot fo eaſily leave his 
lin,who does not Frit jee and diſcern it. Therefore this is a main 
work of the holy Gholt upon the Conſciences of ſinners. To con 
vince the wor!d of fin. Both to ſhew them that ſich courſes are 
finfull.for the nacure of the things themſelves,2nd roſhew them 
alſo that they are taxable for them,in regard of their own guilt 
and inrercſt 'n them. Pur of this weſhall have occaſicn toſpeak 
more diltin&ly afterwards. And thus ninch bricfly of the Ob- 
ſervations in General', which I have no more but onely touchr 
and glanced at; as ayming chicfly at ſomewhat elſe, which is 
b. hinde. : 
We.come now more ciole'y tothe Text, in the words them- 

ſelves, 
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NY Ox felves. But if ye will not do fo. In lo taaſiin ken. ] which (if ye 
[2 Pewyn would) might be conſtrued Abſolutely. It ye will not do that 


find to bs pronouced againlt thoſe which did nor help againſt 


which is right. Si non feccrity ReQumSothe word inthe Hebrew 
would carry ic very well; and ſo alſothe ſenſe of the place. But 
itis better to take it Relatively, as the Septauagint allo does. 
E'as W# mh OwT% £7W;, If ye will not do ſo. So ? How is that ? This 
we mult terch trom the Context by looking back upon the for= 
mer part of the Chapter, where the bulinetle is related to us; 

and near at hand in v. 20. where Moſes ſpeaksto them of their 
going over Jordan beforetheLord, for the uriving out of the 
enemies betore them. This thele two Tribes at the preſent 
ſcemed todecline. They were in a convenient place tor their 

cattell, and outward Advantages as I ſhewed in the beginning; 

and they now began to think with themſclves, Bonwmn eſt eſſe bic. 

Ic is good for us tobe here, and toſl:ep in an whole sk:m. Whar 

fhould we (tir any farther to our own trouble, and hazard, and 
diſcommodity ? Hic juvat uſq; morari, nec conferre gradum. Here 
we are;and here let us (tay, tick, it wecan know when we are 

well : Now this does this holy man of God jultly tax, and meet 

with in them, and tels chem that in the negleR& of this ſervice, 

they ſhall ſin againſtthe Lord; nay tomake it more ſure unto 
them, they have linned already.1f ye will not do ſo, ye have ſinned. 


 Thatwhich here offers it ſelf to us as the rw to be obſerved 


is this. That the negle of the Aſlitance of our Brethrenin their 
Indeavours again(t the Churches common Enemies,it is a very 
great, and grievous fin. Whoſoever are guilty ot it,they lin,and 
againltthe Lord, 

Inced not heap up Teſtimonies for the proof of this unto 
you. Ye have a famous place to this purpoſe; in Fudz. 5.23. Curſe 
ye Meroz, ſaith the Angel of the Lord: Curſe ye bitterly the Inhabitants 
thereof, becauſe they came not up to the help of the Lord, tothe belp #f the 
Lord againſt the Mighty- Who this Aeroz was,is not ſocalily con- 
cluded by Interpreters:but this is enough to know of them,that 
they had ability and opportunity offer'd them of being help- 
full to the 5 cople of God, which they negle&ed, and thereupon 
were carſcd. Yea, and that ſo bitterly, as thas the Curſe ſticks 
by chem unto this Day; and their Names and Place are cut off 
f.om all remembrance of good in the world. Thelike we ſhall 
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Moab. Ferem. 48. 10. Curſed i4 be that does the work of the Lord de- 
ceitfully ; and Curſed 1s be that keepeth back but ſword from blood; That 
is, from the blood efcheClanie, Enemies, which Ged had now 
' commanded to be ſhed by the Churches friends. 
Now the greatnefle of this fin may be laid forth tous in ſan- A double Ag. 
dry aggravations; And thoſe of two ſorts; The one,as referring 8*avation, 
co our Brethren, and the other to God himſelf. And molt out of 
the Text in hand. | 
Firſt in order roour Brethren. And (o there are theſe Agegra- I, 
vations in it. Firit, as it is apiece of Tvjuſtice,and anſucableneſle, In ordcreo our 
and inequality of proceeding ; it is to take to our ſelves a privi- — 
ledge, and prerogat ve above ocher men, betwixt whom, and x,,; 
. . . a 8 nju 
our {elves there is otherwile no great difference. This is intima- 
ted in thefixc verſe of this Chapter. Aud Moſes ſaid, &&c. Shall * IZaz wes: 
your Brethren go to war and ye fit bere? As who ſhould ſay ; Are you 949% 4pHas, 
better then they? Is y or pains and troable, and hazard, and diſ- 7&949 iris 
eating of your iclves more to 0x, then theirs is to them ? Why Fi 1 Ah 
faould ye refuſe to dethir, which others do before you? There is car _— 
fomewhat conliderablein his. It is tayling in the office of a 249. SFas 
Member, whether of the Church, or Commonewealth, and it 799 wi 
carries the ſutpicion of lazinctle, and idleneffe upon it, which is 9% 34/t 
a very great lin *. —— 
Second!y, There's the forſaking of the Advantage of a good JT 
pattern, and copy, which is ſet us. And there's another evil alſo Negle& ofa 
inthz. This is alioincJuded in that expreſſion, Shall your Brethren good cxample, 
goto war, and yoa ſit bere ſtill That is, ſhall they (et you ſuch an 
examp/e, and wiil not you tollow it? There are tome which now 
and then do not venture, nor put themielves upon iuch and 
ſuch undertakings, but chen they have ſomewhat to ſay for 
themſelves ; And that is, that they have no bod tolead them, 
and ſhew them the way. As the Eunuch ſaid once to Philipup= 
on another occaſion. How can IT except ſome man ſhonid guide me? aq ; TY 
This is fome kind of pretence for ſome in their declining of 
ſuch and ſuch fervices. Ihey have no-body to break the yce, 
and to go betore them, and thew them what to do. Put this in 
poiat of Ajjiſt.nce cannvt be ſaid ; They have others leading 
them, and yet withdraw. We are accountable nor onely for 
goedraies, but alto tor grodexamples,how they have been improved 
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by us, and how our ſeIves have been the bettec for them;which 
not to be has much gui tinefle in it. 

Thirdly, Ic is a diicouraging of others , who from our with+ 
drawing are made more unwilling, and provoked to draw 
back. Thus in v. 7. of this Chapter. Wheretore diſcourage ye, 
or break, yethe hearts of the children of lirae!, trom going over 
into the land? Teniz. And this is amplitied from an example 
of great milchiets, which hereby happened to their tore-ta» 
thers, in v. 8. ſo then if ye retuſe to go ({aies he) who [hall? This 
is agreat Aggravation which lies upon thele uns of omiſſion; 
not onely that herein we fail of our «wn Duty, bur that we make 
others alſo fail of theirs, occationally trom our bad example. 
And thele arethe Aggravations of this ln in reterence to our 
Brethren. 

Secondly, it admits alſo of Aggravationyin reference to God 
himſelf. Ic is a fin againſt the Lord. And that in theſe retpetts. 
Firlt, As a miſ-improving of thyſe gifts and abilitics, which he con» 
ters upon us; look how much ttrength, or wea th, or wit, or po= 
licy any have more then others, it is not their own but the 
Churches, and for the good of the people of God. Now therefore 
accordingly not to ulethem is a tallitying in this reſpe&&. Ir is 
a nit fulfilling after God. v. 11. And this mult needs be a very 
great miſcarriage, and defet in them. Becauſe there,where God 
hath giver more, even-there he does expe#and look for more; 
which ſhould be recurn'd to him in an{werable improvement. 

— Ae an Unthankfulneſſe ſor bus mereies; and Our own 


{nes Preſent cale and relaxation : Theſe Reubenices, and Gadites - 


were now ſetled in their own Inheritances; And therefore by 
way of thanktulneſſe to God it became them to be helptull ro 
their Brethren: We cannot better recomperſſe, and require all 
Gods goodnefle, and mercy to our ſelves, then by pity, and com- 
paſſion to »thers which want thoſe mercies,which we injoy; and 
by an indeayour tohelp them to them. 

Thirdly,As a Betraying -f Gods people and Cauſe into the hand 
of his Enemies, which-by our Aſſittance might have ſome fur- 
therance, and promotion; anda preterring of our own private 
interelts to his glory, and truth. God himiclt (to far torth as 
he is capable) ſuffers in the perlecutions ot hi- peoplezand their 
mile ics refle&t upon him. When the Enemy prevaiis again't the 
Church, 
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Church, it does (o far forth prevail againit che Trath , which is 
profelt, and maintain d by the Church.As theretore we have re- 

ard tothat, we ſhould have regard to ths And thus in all theſe 
reſpets do weſeethis made good unto us. That this negleRt is 
a very great ſin. 


Now the improvement of this Point to Qur ſelves in a way of 71, 


rtinent and profitable Application may be to keep vur {.lves 
ow this fin, ard totake heed, that we be not guilty of it, for 
our own particulars. And chat yemay know what Imean,and 
drive at all this while in this Diicourſe, it is that which is moſt 
proper and ſatable to the occalion of this preſent Day as cons 
cerning the elict of Ireland, which isnow in (vo great diitreſſe, 
and brought into (uv lowe a Condition. !his is that (my Lords) 
which my pretent Text with che pretent opportunity leads me 
to, to mention, and bring intoremembrance; That there may 
be ſome ſpeedie courſetaken forthe reducing of that miſerable 
Kingdom, as to your W3;/doms ſhall beſt appear. Alas (Right 
Honorable) what a ſad thing is it, that while we are diſputing, 
and contelting at H-me, the Church of God ſhould ſo much 
ſuffer abroad, and a whole Nation (o neer unto us be quite loſt, 
and deltroyed. There's a not..ble place to this purpoſe, in Pro. 
24. 11,12. 1/th u forbear to de'iver them that ere drawn unto death, 
and thoſe that are 1 e.1dy to be fl un, If thou ſayeſt, Behold we knew it not- 
DP. thnct He that punderath the beart cor ſider it * And he that keepeth 
thy ſoul; doth not þ knowit ? Ard ſball not be render to every man ac* 
cording to big works? It is (poken there of private violences and op- 
refſions ot particular perions.&c. whichevery one in his place 
is to redrefſe 3 but iv may be alioextended and applied to the 
ſufferings of an whole State: and the dury which lyes upon An- 
other tur the relict ft that. Where we may obſerve, how the 
$pirit of God prevents ail excutes and ſhifes, which might be 
made in ſuch a bulinefie. A'as, we did not know it, we were 
ignorant of the Condition which they were in; we did not 
think them to beio bad, as they are. Well(tayes he Jdo not 
pleaſe your (elves with ch pretences as theiearez for he that 
pund*reth the heart conliders it, &c, That is, he knows, whes 
ther chis be a ſhit, and excul+: ro put off the (ervice, or whether 
there be a truth, a1:d rea;ity in it; and he will render to every 
man accurdiny to his deeds. Toner tcl belcech ye let us All 
WG-2 take 
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rake heed how we be wanting £9 our ſelyes, in ſuch a Daty as 
this is of helping Godsdittrefſed people ; I tay let us A!l rake 
heed of ic. For this Exhortation reaches not onely to thole, 
which are interelted inthe Aﬀairs of State ( althongh to them 
principally ) bat to all othe: 8 whatſoever in their ſeyerall ranks 
and relations. Some by their perions,and tome by their purſes; 
and All by their prayers to put to their helping hand , for the 
driving out of thoſe barbarous Rebels, that the land may be 
ſubdued before the Lord ; and that afterward we our ſelves 
may retarn, and be guiiclcfle betore the Lord, and before Iirael, 
to uſe the words of 2vſes in the verſe betor: the Text, This, 1 
ſay, is the work of the D.y,at lealt in regard of the fick originall 
of it; which therefore we ought lo mach the rather tohearken 
and liſten mto. Eſpecially conilidering that hence the fire firk 
brake out, which hath fnce unhappily reach d to our ſelves, 
and not onely tonchr the cop of our Branches, but even threat- 
ned our very reotit felt. And whoknows whether the hre,which 
is in lome reſpe&s quencht, may nut from hence break out 
again more fiercely, itic be nor better Jouke ro, and prevented, 
that ſowe may derive our paruiſbment from that which is- che 


' matter of our fin ? As He that will an Exg/and, ſo hethat will 


ſve or rece ver England, hemuit begin firit at Ireland, as weu'eto 
ſpeak. And tomuch of the firit Generall in the Text; viz. 1he 

i{covery of (in. But if ye will not do ſo, ye have farmed, oc. 
I come now tothat, which I chicfly,and prineipally aime at 

in this Scripture: And thatis che ſecond Generall,in the 
ciation of Judgement. And he ſure, your finwill find you out. This 
is adided by way ot further inforcement of the toregoing Irti» 
mation. He had {aid inthe clauſe betorethat they had tinnd 
azainitthe Lord; why, but to this ſome mipht either have ſaid 
in open termg,or at leaſt have ſecretly thought ic in their hears, 
Why, what great matter of that ? tim againit the Lord? io we 
hope we may do, and yet do we!] enough for all that. For the 
Ld, He is gracious , and mercitn}l, and lJong-ſuftcring, and 
flow to wrath ; And as for tin it felt, we hope there's no ſuch 
great matter init, but that we may icape well enough with ic. 
To this Moſes here addes by way of prevention and anticipa* 
tion, and tels them in {ober ſadnefle ; that it is but a folly for 
them toflatter themiclves. Be jare your ſm will find you —_— | 
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which clauſe here are two particulars further confiderabie of 
us. Firit, a word of Threatning and commination upon ſup 

fiction of a miſcarriage. Your 5 will hnd you out. Secondly; A 
word of ttrcngihening and confirmation, upon ſuppolition of a 


miſ-conceic. Be jre you ſin, &c. Wel begin wich thelaſt firſt, as T1. 
being firit in the order of the words. And that is the word of ticul 


Confirmation, Be fare. Be ſure ? Why, but what needs this? Does 
2ny man doubr ot that, or call ic in queition chat his fin will 
ſomerime or other find him out? Yes ; many thouſands in the 
world not onely doubr of i:,and call ic in queſtion whether ic 
will; bur belecve ic, and are verily per{waded that ic will noe; 
that it will zever find chem out. So that here now we have im- 
w_; lignified by this exprceſſion(which is the point to be ob- 

rved by us) che diipolition of moit ſorts of people,as concern- 
ing the Appreh:nlions of fin; which is tuchiuk when they bave 
once committe.l it, chat they ſhall never hear of ic more. This 
is that which is here ſuppoled by Advſes. He (ales, Be ſwe, as 
knowing mens natures in chis particular,which'is to doubt and 
make a queliion of it. Thus Pal. 36. 1,2. The tranſgrefſi n of the 
wicked ſ1ith within my heart, that there #1 ne fear of G.4 . efare his eges; 
for be flunrerath himſe f in bu owneeves, witill by iniquity be found to be 
hat:full. S Dunr.29. 19. There #s one that whiles be bears the words of 
the Carſ”, blefſes bimſelf, ſrying, I ſb2'l have peace, though T walk the 
imaginati m of my heart, to adde drunkenneſſe to thirſt. And ſo Baby 
lon, ſh: ſaid, She ſhe'd be a Lady for ever, &c. Wto.47.7. 

Would we know whence this proceeds ; Ir is ealie,to givean 
account of it. Firit, from the ſubrilty of Satan, who Init 
periwades men hereunto. He tes them, and rounds them in the 
earc, that their ſin ſÞa!l never find them on, let it be what it will 
be. The devil has two mainprojefts upon the ſou!s of poore 
ſinners. The one is totempe them to ſin z And the other is to 
-temprt chein to ſecurity, upon din commirged by them. Thas he 
did in the ficit tn of a'] when he tempred our firft Parents, Adam 
nd Eve, in Paradiſe, He took this courſe wich thern,to pecftwade 


firſt par- 
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es, and Ow un 


them, that their fin hauld not reach ghem. The Serpent ſaid uw Gen-3-4, 
to the woman, Te ſball vot ſurely die, And ſhe afterwards caſts itup» Verhi3, 


on him, The Serpent begui.'ed me, and T 4:4 eat. This was that old 
Serpentcalled the devill, and Satan, which deceives the whole 
world, as ig is explaincd, Rezel. 12.9-Icis He which cheats and 
C 3 beguiles 


ere ene, 
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- begui'es, and deceives many a ſoul, and perlwades them, chat 
Virate lin- 1 di hel | Ei h 

tate 11n- they ſhall do well enough, notwithitanding their tins. Elther 

pram diaboli, patthe thing is not a lin: or it it be alin, that it is buc a Lmall 


&c, M:newur, 2 ro#- an? antes 
vt fall ir,blaq, One» Or if a great one, yet thot it is not Known : 0 it known, 


dirur, ut nocc- yet that they ſhall eſcape punilhment, and chat there are wayes 
at; bona pro enow to be freed from the fears, and inconveriiences of it *, 
COT Thus does he ordinarily perſwadethem,and teduce them, and 
vitam rl prevail with them, which is the caule, that they are 10 mil- 
turgur perion.ae; led. Hence tis ſaid of Ananias and Saphira,that SAT A N had 
pacem pollice filled their heart to lie agairſt the holy Gh ſtÞ. He had fiiF4 their 
tur-Ne peryni® heart, to perſwadethem todeceive, and ro comnit ſacriledge; 
97 5 waa. And he had filled their heart, to find ouc a lie, and prerence tor 
promi . ne the hiding of their deceit. Thus had he filled their heart at 
cut pro: iteve, both corners. And ſo he dues commonly with molt men in the 
reni £24 1ilue world; firithe intiſes them to the miſc2rriage ; and rhen he per» 
—_ Ox i ſwades ther of the concea/mert, or rather fult perlwades them 
bARs.., of the concealment, and from thence inciſes them to venture up» 
on the miſcarriage; * Telling, them, that it they will bur try it, 
. _ hoſtis they ſhall be never « whit the worle for It. Indeed lometimes 
_ "5, ,-— again, as heſces occaſion, and as he concetves it may make moſt 
tivos. Aug, forhis advancage, ſo he will do the quite contrary, that fo he 
om. 46. may drive co deſpair, when the in is over palt. But yer at ano- 
ther time, when he would bring men off cocommir it, he com- 

monly takes this courſe wich rhem. 

II. Secondly, As this proceeds trom the ſubtilry of Satan him- 
—aſny ſe'f (o alto from the pertid iouſmelle” of evil 'C 'wnſe/lerr, which 
ſellors —— are Satans Intiruments ; fa!ſe- Teachers, and talſe-Friends, and 

och the like. Firit falſe Teachers, and ſeducers. There are many | 
Fall 2 rs. falſe Prophers which in this ſenle alſo are gone ox into the world, 

triends which {owe pi] \ows un der mens ec bows 5 and peri wade them, 
that ſuch and ſuch es)! ſhall nor light upon them', which is 
threatned to them. This the Prophet Jeremy complains of, Fer. * 
8. 11, They have bealed the hurt of the Daughier ot my peop 'e tobtlyc, 
ipf6 0+ hi® ſaying, Pea: | eace when there # no peace. As Arab had his toure 
b.nc pacem. ' hindred Pr + hets of the Groves which flitered him, and 
Cyp-Epiſt.l.1, ſooth'd him up in his ſin: Go up t' R amoth Gite 14, and proſper. Even 
Wy a many ſuch likeare {511 alive in the world,who inttead of ſearches 
T KIng: 22. ing the wound to the boutom, kin it over 3 harden others in 


their ſins, by their applauſes and approbativns ot them. _- 
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I would that great Perſons were alwayes tree from ſuch incon- 
veniences as thele are. And ſo as falle Teachers, ſo in like man- palf. friends, 
ner F2'ſe Friends, and evill companiens, they dothe ſame aJlo. 

Asthe Harlot therein the Proverbs, Cap. 7. vers 19+ Come (Laies 

ihe there to her mute) /et 1s take or fi 1 of love till the morning, for 

the good man us not at h»me, be 14 gone 4 long juurney,he hath taken 4 bazg 

of money with him, and will not come home till ſuch a day. Ihatis as 

much as toſay, we ſhall not be caught,and taken in our hin. 

Thirdly; This does alſo proceed trom the deceitfuineſſe of fm IN 
ic ſelf. Which having Gme ſeeming (weernelle in it, does draw yp, 
on people to the commiſſion of it, without any attendance at all of g,, 
tothe conſequents, which ifſue upon it- That ſoul, which is 
ſoaked in its luſts, it has no regard of following puniſhment, 
or of thoſe jJudgements,which are ready to over-take it,becaule 
the Minde and Underitanding is blinded , and drawn away ww 
with the deceit of fin it ſelf. 

Laſtly, This does further ariſe from thoſe divers falſeresſor®" TV. 
ings and diſcourſes, which are in mens hearts. They go upon Falſe reaſon- 
corrupt deduGtions,and concluſions in which they miltake,and 935: 
ſo think themſelves free from danger. 

As firit, from the extemeations of lin 3 forthe nature and guile x, 
of it. Oh, ſay they, it is but a litcle one, and we hope no great Frem the ex 
hart of that. Not conſidering that thelealt fin that is , has a tenuations of 
- voice and cry in it for vengeance, and ſuch as nothing can top, h ., 
but the blood of Chriſt, which peaks better things then the blood of Hebe1 2. 34. 
Abel. And (oas the ſmalnefle of the fin, ſothe ſecrecie; it is ſuch 
as is privately aCed, and therefore they ſhall lic hid- 

Secondly, Pretent Impwnity. That's another thing,which fur- 2. 
thersthis conceit. The Drunkard,He thinks with himſelf, that Preſent impu- 
he has followed his cups ſolong, and was never yet the worſe "7: 
for it; and theretore no more ſhall he be yet. And the Adulcerer, x, themſelves. 
H- thinks with himſelf, that he has ſo many yeers wallowed in | 
filthinefſe and uncleanneſſe, and was never yet detected , and 
why (hold he fear it now? And the Cheater , Herhinks with 
bimſcit, chat he has cozened and detrauded others for ſuch a 
time, and was never yet diſcovered. And why then may he noc 
till eſcape? Thus do men incourage themſelves in evill trom 
their pretent forbearance. 

Andio likewiſe from the forbearance of ethers , who have tg others, 
committed 
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commirted the like tins with them. Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil 
doer #9 not executed ſpeed; 'y, therefore the Heart of the ſins of men u fully 
fet in them to do evill. Ecclefialt. 8. 11. When a linner is taken pre- 


Toh. 8.4, ſently in his faft, i-wngige, here men are a little itartled for 
a while, but indulgence makes them more iecure. 
3+ Thirdly,Prefent Pr-ferizy. This now carries it a lietlefurther; 


Preſcuc pro» gyhen theytnall chink, they have nv hure from their fin, bur (ag 


lpcrity+ they conceive Ja great deal of good by it, thus is apt tO fluſh 
wigs , them more *; whereas the (uccefles of Providence are no furs 
AVOGTC AG her i ragements cons then as, they huld couch with the 
verve opera (ber incourag $t 8, they nc cu wIee's 


eez:« mp Rule. As the winde and ryde going together they may further 
Yuda. and promote us; but when they are oppoſite they cauſe a Tem-« 
pet, and forme. A!l things fall alike to all; and there us one event 
Ecclel. 9.2, Loth to juſt and unjuſt. Pit fo mach of the firit particular, to wit, 

the wind of Cor fiomat 11. Be ſure Know it, or take it for pranted. 
The ſecond is tl: word of Commination or Threatning. 
Tow! ſin wi'l find y-m ot. The phraſe is a ittle obſcure; and 
therefore will require ſure explanation; we mult find out what 
A two fold this finding-onut mens And we way reduce it to rwo heads; The 
finding out of gne, in a way of Di/--te/y, and meniteflation. And the oiherina 
. way of Reverge, ane V indi-at119. It wil find you out , to dete2 
you, and coſhew chit you aregvilty of itz And it will find you 

out topmniſh you,and to revenge the guilt of ir npon you. 

Firit, to ſpeak of its Dit-overy. Sin, it will find men ont here: 
when they have taken ail the conries that can be to conceal 
I. . itsyet it will not be concealed *. As Solomon of a contenti- 
By way cf Diſ- ous woman; Who hides it, hides th Winde, andthe ointment of bat 
2M right hand, mhich betrayes it jelf. That is, he makes himſelf ridi- 
Pro 27-19. Þ culons by undertaking of a thing which is impoſſible. For a 


4 = vacghtl man tothink to hide the winde is a very fond, and foolifh imas 


The ſecond 


Particular. 


Sifuow « Aris gination, WV ho bath gathered the Winde in bu: fiſts? Prov.30.8. And 
namgpi rms Ecclef. 8. 8. There 1s 19 man hath power ver the Winde to retain the 
xaarIMa's, Winde Ha-wach.] This is a ſubtle and a ſearching creature, 


ef ag which will ſooner over-turn mennrains, and Cities, then it 


will be reftrain'd. Why, ſuch a Eind of thing now is lin, when 
jt once ets intothe hearc. It wil! our ſome way or other ; It it 
does not, it wili make an Heart-qu thezas the other will make an 

Earth-quake ; as ye may ſee 4& 16,26, 
This we may (ce inthe example of David in the matter of 
Urijibs 


pe OI 
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Urijah; An inttance which I rather make choice of for the diſco- 
very of fin, becauſe (o many abuſe ic tor the commifſim. You know 
how many wayes he went about to conceal his adultery ; by 
making Urij.h drunk, by ſending UVrij+h home, and at lalt by 
killing Vrijzb,, and taking away his lite in the warre : yet all 
would not do the deed. His filthineffe muit out for all this, and 
ſoit did. This is the condition of fin, where mens conſciences 
are once wounded with ic, that it muſt out in one kinde or 
other, and cannot be held in.Look as it was with the ſhip in 7e- 
nab, as long as Jonah was in it, there was no quietnefle nor ſafe- 
tie for it, but the Sea wrought, and was tempettuous, and the 
ſhip it ſelf readie to be broken chrough the violence of the 
ſtorme ; And chough the Marriners dig'd hard tofave it, yer it 
would not du, till 7-2ab was calt our: Even fois it likewiſe with 
a Conſcience, which has fitslying in it ; like a childe in the mo- 
thers wombe, which is reitlefle till it come into the world, ſo is 
fin for the diicovery of ic ſelf. Thus it was with Achan in but ſin 
when he had ſtollen the Babyloniſh garment, and rhought to 
behid wich it. And thus it was with Gebezz in hz fin, when he 
wiped his mouth as it he had been innocent; they were both of 
them found out in their cyill courſes. And ſo, many others be- 
ſides. . 


Now when we ſpeak of this diſcovery of lin,and the readines Dilcoyery of 
1 two-fold, 


of ito reveal it ſelf, we muit know that this holds true accor- 


ding to a double reference; trtt, in reterence to men themſelves; ToJives 
and ſecondly, in reterence to others ; In reference to their own others. 
conſciences; and in reference to the knowledge of the world. 

Firlt, in reference to themſe/ies , and their own conſciences; [. 


your (in will find out here by m.iking work in your own private To them- 


20g Thoſe ſins, which mcn have lodg'd a long whilein their *!v*>, 
0 


als without any ſelt-reflexion,they wil at laſt be made known 
untothem, and they ſhall ice the vi enetle of them, and theic 
own wretchedneſle for them. People commonly think it an ad- 
vantave fortheir Conſciences not 10 be rouch'd and affefted 
with lin, but alas this will nut alwayes lall, there will a time of 
diſcovery come at length, when ir wiil be fo much the worſe 
with them, as they have nor ſeen ic all this while. When tin 
once flies upon the Conſciencezit rages ſo much the more fierce- 
ly,as it hath been hicherto cuncealed, and layen hid; Aud for- 
mer 
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mer1ecuricy is now paid home with prefent vexation;whart be- 
fore they ſaw not ar all, they that now ſeeperhaps too much, and? 
morethenthey would; As God ipeaks there to a wicked perſon; 
Pfal.50. 21. Thefe things baſt thou done, nd T he!d my peace, and th 
thoughtft that I w# a'together ſuch none s thy ſelf, Iut Twill reprove 
thee; and will ſer thy ſins in order before thine eyes. 
Ms Now when weſay, thartin will tmd'men out jn their own 
of ins Diſ-o- Conſciences, we'muſt know that this' is done by a three-told" 
very eo a mans occafton: Firſt,in the Miniftery of the Word. This is a means which 
ſelf. God hath fanified and ordained for ſuch a purpole as this. 
I.  TheWordof G'd vs quick and power fil, ſbarper then any twi-edped' 
- porn ſword, piercing, even to the dividing afunder of fou! and ſpirit, and 
Word. my joyms, and marrow, and i a diſcernier of the th ugbrs and intents of the” 
heart. It has fach a power'as this is in ic , bat this power is not 
alwayesbronght into at; neither does'ir reach,and obtain this 
effe&. There's many an one; which comes to the Word , and: 
who pattakes ofthe Minilteriatl Difpenfarlon, who {till abides 
and contimes in his fins, wirhout any remorſe; but yer the 
Words appointed for this end, and accordingly does in divers 
ſo prevail. Thoſe who before had no ftirrings at all, the Mini- 
ſtery has'to wrought upon their Conlciences, as that they have 
| preſently been convinced in themſelves. Thus it was with St, 
AR2,39. Peters Anditors, When they beard they were pricked in their 
hearrs. 4m ores 2270 fray, And thus it was with the diſciples 
Luk.2452s of Emaws;cheir hearts burnt within them whileit Chcitt preacht 
and diſcourſed unto them. And thns Fe/zxthe Governor, when” 
Paul preach'd rohim, ir is ſaid, He trembled, and could nor en- 
dire ir. The Word of God meeting with his Confſciericedid fo 
ſhake him, thar he cou!d huld out no longer; He wis imparient' 
-w , of any farther diſconrte4n that marter. You know what was 
1 £10.21429- thecomplement of Ahab, which heufed'to the Propher Elijah 
when he nigrhim by the way. Haſt thou found me O mine enemy? 
The ſameTsthat which many pertionsreturn roGods Miniltets 
inwardly in their hearts,vhen they touch upon their tins; And 
the Mini ter may arſwerthem again, as the Prophet did Hiny 
T have ford thee, &-c. Becauſe thou haſt ſol# thy ſelf to do evi l. 


In - Ceci. Secondly, Another occation, in which {in finds men olit , is 
all adfgement, ſome ſpeciall Judgement, and Afiaion; Thoſe which i: tice of 


or affli-on. welfare-and proiperity werefo butic in tollowing of their ww 
an 


-- 
— —  — — — ——— —  ——————  — XN 


— — 
_— 


—_— 
La GO _— _ —_ = 


at the le Faſt, December 3 9. 1646: I9 


pE—_— 


L —— 


and linfull pleaſures, that they had no leaſure tg thinkof their 

ſins, or at lea{t would not attend unco them ; when the Hand 

of God begins once to be upon them, they'l then begin to con- 

{ider chem, and lay them to heart. As thoſe which have ſome 

bodily weaknelle and infirmicy hanging about them, though ic 

may bethey feel it not otberwiſe, yet they ſhall feel it in bad wea- 

ther. Evenſois it likewiſe with mens lins, Afiition will 'put 

them in minde of them. And ſo the ſeventy Interpreters read AIEs 

the words of the very Text it ſelf. * And you ſpall know your ſin, bay x 

when calamities, or miſeries light wpon yon. Thus Adazaſſerwhen he 3, bz: Ws: . 

was among the thorns, and bound with fertters, and carried to myi% mus. 

Babylonsit is (aid that in bu uffiion he hambled himſelf great- 

ly betore the Lord. 2 Chroz. 33.12. The widow of Sarepta to the 

Propher E!/7 abs O thou manof God, art thou come unto me, to call my 

fon to remembrance, and to ſlay my ſon? 1 King, 17, 18, And foſephs 

Brechren, one 10 another ; Fe are terily guilty concerning our bro= 

ther, &c. Gen.42. 21. Verily guilty? fo, I hope, they were betorez 

Yes, bat now chey came co apprehend it,when this diltrefle fell 

upon them, 

| Thirdly, The commiſſion of fome other fin, eſpecially of more _ | Il. 
hainous conlideration- As long as men go on in afair and civi.l Leto 

courſe withour iQ guile of any noted offence, ſome fins which mo fn, ; 

yer neerly. concer 11 them, donotſhew themſelves,or appear un- 

tothem; buc when they tall into ſome groſſe abhominations, this 

diſcovers chem, and makes them known. Scandalous miſcar=- 

riages, they more dilcuver the corruption of Nature; which 

though it be couch'd in thetmalleſt, yetin them is not fo eatily 

diſcern'd, as in greater t;ns. V\ hen men oncefall into theſe, they 

hence (cethat blaty(pring of luſt and wickednefic, which rhey 

| carry about thenylwhichaccationally is foand out roithem.And 

{oalio {one ſmaller tins which they have given themſelves al- \ 

lawance in, theie are round out to them by greater, which after- 

wards through Gods jul permiflion «hey fall into. Nemo repent? 

| fuct turpiunws. Men do not uſually jamp into groffe fins at firft, 


: but upon {ome tlizh:er ones favour in theuafelves, as remitle- 
nelle of communion with God, and. negle&in duty, &c. One tin 

3 finds out another,ind leades:o the diſcovery of it. And lo we 

f have teen this P-inc in the tic reterence, huw. lin diſcovers and 

5 4 finds wen our to themſewes, 
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Il. Secondly, ic does {o alto to others ; it tinds men out in the view 
Sin nds men of the wor/d:And this it does again indivers wayes,which I can 
out 10 0/75. but name, and point out unto you-Firlt occaſionally from them 
"2" V Y* ſelves. As mens lins ſhall tind themout ro themſelves, ſo from 
From themſelves alto to others. There is fomewhat in their own per« 
m men . . * ,* . 
themnſc'yes ſors, and carriages which ſhall ſhew and diſcover their ne And 
BY their D:{- that again by ſundry means. As ſometimes their Diſeaſes, and 
eaſes, thoſe effefts, and conſequents which their lins have upon their 
bodies and outward man. There are tome kiad of fins, which 
leave a mark and witnelle behinde them, upon thoſe which are 
guilty of them. As Rev. 1.27. They received in themſelves that recom= 
pence of their errour rohich was meet. As under the Law there was 
the water of Diſcovery, which being druak by the guilty perſon, 
cauſed the belly hereupon to ſwell, and the thigh to rot, as a 
ſymptome of guilt; ſo there is ſomewhat which is proportion- 
—— ableſt;ll. Sometimes by their Dreams; many robbet ies and mur- 
* Elrietas 6. Crs thus diſcoyerd. Sometimes by their waking diltempers; 
perta recludit. In - dramkennefſe, and fits of intoxication®*. In Melancholy , and 
Drvak«nneſſe. phrenetica)l diltraftions. Their idle ffeeches have made known 
Melancholy. their z4le coxrſes, and thole fins which they have been here- 
totore guilty of in times of health. Yea ſometimes alſo in 
terrour , and trouble of Coglcience, and the diſquietneſſe of 
an affiited ſpirit ; here their fin it will find them out indeed. 
Tcrrors of Thoſe who have thought it ſhould never have been known, be» 
Conlcienct, cauſeno-body knew ot it, but themſe/ver,theſe themſelves,when 
they have been upon this rack, have been glad for eaſe it ſelf to 
diſcover it: Me, me adſum qui feci, &c. Lo here I amit is which 
am thus or thus guilty. This is that, I ſay, which many perſons 
have been brought unto. There's no ſuch blabin the world,as a 
terried,and wounded Conſcience; as a ſoul awaken'd by God 
cothe fight of it ſelf ; this it will beſure co cell cales ; it will out 
with all that's in it,rip up every ſeame , and ſearch into every 
corner, and pluck up every ſtone in the heart; and glad thatic 
can find any peace or relaxation upon ſuch a condition ; Thus 
occalionallytrom men themſelves. 
2, Secondly, Occalionally alſo trom others ; By their jcaloufies 
*rom others, and probable conjeftares, which have put them upon ſuch and 
ſuch inquiries. And by their contefhions , when partners in the 
{1n; ſometimes in a way of ſelt-love, tor their own freedome; 
{ome- + 


. 
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ſometimes in a way of anger for cheir own revenge; ſometimes 
ina way of conſcience;tor their own clearing,and the diſcharge 
of their duty; in theie and like wayes trom other men. 

Laitly, I might ſhew ic you alſo occationally trom the other 2. 
creatures. T here are (trangr» and unexpected wayes to bring lin 
and linners to light. There's the ſtone ont of the wall tocry, and 
there's the beam out of the timber to anſwer it. There's the bird of 
the aire tO carry the voice , and that whichhath wings to tell the Ecclſ.1 0.20, 
matter. All which expreſſions !crvetothis purpole, to lignitic 
what itrange wayes there are tor the dilcovery, and revealing 
of fin beyond all expeCation. 

Thus will tin find men cut here in this life; But now if by * jn« piſcevery 
chance it ſhould be concealed aud kept cloſe here, yer we know ar th. day of 
it will be manifeſted hereafter. Every mans fin ſball be made manifeſt, 14"8-M*nr. 
for the Day will declare it. 1 Cor. 3. 13. the Day of Judgement, that 
isemphatically called the Day of Diſcovery *. In which day all * Hutze Sm. 
mens a&tions ſhall be ſought into, and found out. When God ſhall | purge 
Judge the ſecrets of men by Feſus Chriſt, according to the Goſpel : Bring to 5, ®3- 
light the hidden things of darkneſſe, and make manifeſt the counſels. of , Co, 4 5, 
the hexrt, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. But this is a point which Ican- 
not now inlitt, and ſtand upon. 

Well. Tocloſe up this Head with an Uſe. Seeing theſe things The Applica 
are ſo indeed; that fin is of ſodiſcovering a nature, as we have ;;,,, 
heard it tobe; Here's that which may meet then with all reſer- 


.Habbac, 2-11. 


_ *edand cloſe kind of finners,who give themſelves liberty in any 1, ——_ 


ſecret way of wickednefſe whatſoever , upon this ground and © © 
incouragement, as that their ſins ſhall not be known. thereare |-.,....., 
abundance of theſe in the world, ſhe and hypocriricall perions, j,,;, 
that labour to carry all things in the clouds, and deep contri- 

vances; that think to dance in nets (as we ſay)and not to be 
ſcen,and yet very deſperate wretches; clole drunkards,and clote 
adulcerers; and cloſe cheaters, and deceivers of others; It may 
beſometimes cover their villany with ſome outward ſhew ot 

piety, and profeſſion of Religion: well let them look toit wholo- 

everare guilty of it. If ſhould by chance ſpeak to any at this 

time in this preſent Auditory (as it is hard in lo great a nu mbec 

not tobeſome) Iſay if I ſhould now ſpeak to any ſuch ; I might 

ſay tothem inthe words of Moſes to thele Tribes, Be ſwre your ſon 


will find you out. Find you out to your ſelves, iand-find you out £0 
D 3 others, 


” 
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ethers, and diſcover you to the wr. 4. Its impothble that any 
wilfull ſinner ſhould ab:olucely, and totally lye bid. No, but he 
will atlaſt come out quaking and trembling , like the woman 
MaF-5-33- withthe bloody iflue to Chrilt: Hb» came and fell down before bim, 
a»d to!d bim a'l the truth. Thus ſhall it be with (uch kind ot per» 
ſons as theſe are; as the Apoitle ſpeaks of ſome (educers. 2 Tim. 
3- 9. Their foly ſhall be manifeſt troll men, « theirs aljo wes. And to 
much of the fir head, viz. 1m in its 4;ſcovering naure. 
The ſecond The Second is fin in itsreengetull and Vir dicative naturezthere 
Explication. are ſome impudent and hard-hearted tinners, wbich ic way be 
= mn i vi- do not care though lin find them ont in the brit ſenſe. Let zt be 
Kaur Bane Lnowngies all onetothem, chey do nut regard it.they bluſh not 
to commit their lewd praftiſes even in che fight of the Sun it 
ſelf. They do not hide their tin as Adamybut declare it as 'Sader 
he. and ſometimes glory in fo doing *. Therefore here's a ſecond 
* vordum ti. thing which ſeems ro be intimated to us in this expreſhonz And 
mes peccatum, that is the heavy eff«Qof linin its juſt pwniſÞment, and revenge. 
r:me quo pre- Theſewords are ro be taken of: Ative, Law pm will ford yorentathat 
_ my is, God will aneet with yow tur your lin, and give you the jalt re- 
yan - F com compence of it, fo that it ſame does not work.ypon you, ſow? 
ſt mors. Avg. may- This the Scripture 18 clear for in-every page. That thangh 
bom. 4 2+ hand j1yn an hang, yet the wicked ſpall not gotempwiiſved. Proyiv6.5, 
And that exill fhali haot the wicked to overthrore hires. Plal. 140-11, 
And that the fuer ſpall be re:1mpenced on the ear1b.Pro-11;31 cc. 
Dirers wayes, Now this revengetulnele of Gin does vent and diſcover it ſelf 
I. in divers particulars. Firitzin the proportion of the puniſhment 
In the propor to the nature of the offence. A mans fin may be ſaidto find him 
—_ — cut, foraſmuch as God does oftentimes puniſh it with ſome ab- 
the «fence, AiRion anſwerabletoic ſeif. Gad meeth with men in their own 
wajes, and fo orders his dealings cowards chem, as that they 
*Kaz%m; mayread their miſcarriape in their corre&ion*, Thus he did 
uTpomoc T% with Adonibezck, Fudg.1.7. As T have done to others, fo God hath done 
nem o#4?” 10 me. Thus he did with Abab, 1 King. 21.23. Himthat dyatbof 
es afem Ahab in the City the dogs ſball eat, &-c. aniwerable to his carriage 
to Naboth. Thus he did with Agag, 1 Sam.15.22. As thy fraord bath 
made women hi dleſſe, fo ſhall thy mother be childleſle ammy ren. 
And thus hedo:s likewiie with many others betides. He ſutes 
the puniſhment to the lin. Wherethe fin is pride, the puniſhment 
15 ulually aba'emert ; where the lin is exceſſe, the puniſhment is 


many 
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many times want; where the lin is too much fmdrneſſe of any , 
comtort, the puniſhment is tor the molt part deprivation, or elte 
thernening ot that comfort intoa ecroſſe.» As to initance a little 
farther, Dxvid he is proud of his pevple, and in a bravado' will 2 Sam.24 15, 
havethem tobe numbred ; God puniſhes him by /efſening their 
namber, im fending a peſtilence to conſume them. Hezekiab, he [1,3 9. 6: 
is proud of his Treafares, aud boars of them to the Embafſa- 
dours «f B.ibe!; God takes away his treaſures from him, and all 
that was layd ap in his houfe. Abſolom he is proud of his hire, 2 S:m.. 8 9- 
which he nourithes as his glory and Crown : God makes it an 
halter to hang him, and chereby expoſes him to reproach. The 
Daughters of Sion go haughty and mincing asthey go. and are 104-3: 24- 
road of their rich attire, God rakes awiy their ornaments 
rom them, and gives them hbarning inftead of beanty. 

Secondly, This re-engefulnefſe of fin is ſeen in Prriſhmment' mi 11 
Piken; and ic may be (in regard of ſuch a fait) nſeaſondbly ins 5* | wag 
Are. There's m in one, who is wron zfally puniſhe and cejis OR 
ſaure4itmay chance tron mm; whoyet from God is moſt righte« 
onfl7 dealt with. There's ſome guilt or other ſticks by them 
which the world is not acquainted withall, and now it ſhall be 
occartionally pimiſhe. The Lord does in this caſe with them, as 
in Solon my dealing with Shimei; He puniſhes one fatt in another. 

Shimet had contrary to his Covenamt gone' beyond the bounds, 
which were ſct him, and whereas he was confined to Fernflew, 
herins farther ro Grk This was a buftneffe which in icfef 'we 
may con-eive had no great matterin it, yea bur ander the pu- 
niſhment of this mifcarriage, is cenſured his infolency againft* 
David. Gnd does notalwayes fo punQaally ftand upon it; a$sro 
pun'ſtſuch a tin immediately with a-pumiſhment proper to*rhe 
offence, he will pumiſh ir now and then with a ment'it 
may be-mi(-placed, and mif-raken , and wrongfully inipoſed; 
or if not ſo, yt at lealt not intended in particular againit fuch ' 
a in: 

This it may very we'l ſatisfiemany men,ever' in their unjſt 
{ufferinys: at teat nireyardof God; it may Juſtifie Him'in hs 
proceedings xgaintthem; that he docs no” other with them 
thin 7051 when h- Gifters ſach'evils to! befall them, becauſe 
hint - quarrel againſtthem for ſome other misbehavi- 
our betrdes;which he takes notice of -inthemyeithet A” 

0 
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of ſome opportunities of doing good,or the doing ot iomew hat 
which is contrary and amille; tor which caulc ic is fate tor us 
in ſuch caſes to ſearch our Conſciences tothe bottom , and ra* 
ther to let out our indignation againlit our own ſins, tor which 
we julily ſuffer from Godzthen too much to plod upon our in- 
juries,wherein we ſuffer unjuſtly trom men. Thou hat had ſome 
ſecret evill courſe it may be, which thou hait not yet repented 
of, and though the Lord has torborn thee in one particuiar, yet 
he will meet with thee in another way, as the Barbarians realoned 
about Pax', when they ſaw the Viper hanging upon his haud: 
N doubt this 1s a murtherer, whom thu;h be bath eſcaped the Sea, yet 
vengeance ſuffereth not to live. Ihis was in regard of Fa! at: pre» 
ſent, but fa ſly concluded,(and io vy the way it may be ſomes» 
times of other men, which thereture we malt be cautelous how 
we apply to particular pertons) bur yet there was this generall 
truth in it,which it ſeems theic Hearnen were ſenitble of 3 Gods 
puniſbing of fin by exchange 3 Ola iis a tweet thing to keep in good 
termes wich God, and wo have nothing lye upon our Conſci- 
ences which may expole us © 11s wrath and judgementzat ſuch 
a time, when we arc lealt aware. 
; 5 II. Thicdly,in the punilhmenc ot 1ins,which were long agoconr 
_ oa mitted, weuſe to ſay,Nullom tera occurrit Regi.It holds trae in 
commined the King of all the world; Furb:arance with him is no acquit= 
| tance. Nay the longer he has torborn,ſo much the worſe *;it bee 

" H'ut5zay xc- ing the greateſt puniſhment, as yer notto be puniſhed. Spraines 
4475 7% 4uzg- Which are got in youth, will be telt in 0jd age, to purpoſe. And 
_—_y wi ſoalſowill ſins; they will be ſure ar lait to pinch, and finde 
criſes. men out; find men our in their duties,to hinder the performance 
Je of them; and find them out in their prayers coobltrutt the ſucceſſe 

of them; and find them out in their ff:&ims, to make them (o 

much the more tedious, and to put a iting and yenome into 

them. 

* - -4008 | Fourthly, lin may be ſaid thus to find men out, in that elca- 
mcu of puſte., P!NE them/elves, it many times fals upon he, iſſue and poſterity 
lo, atcer them. Fol owing generations ſh.l! bewail tormer miſcar- 
{ riages; and God vilits the {ins of the parents upon the children 
in fuccceding times. God will be ſurety have that which is his 

due, and arear one way or other; eithec in the p:rſ02, or elle in 

the ſucccſſimn, if the guz/t be not ficit taken off. And therefore the 
Church 


Ac.28, 4. 
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Charch very ſeaſunably prays (as ſome Interpreters expound 
the words ) Pſal. 79. 8. Oh remember mot againſt w1 the intquities of Mw 
thoſe which have been before ws. Gnavonoth riſbonim.] Sin will find a O'.TN") 
4nan out in his poſterity; And thus we have ſeen this Revenge» 
fulneſſe of fin in the General wayes wherein it vents it ſelf. 

Now further, for the particular means of Accompliſhment; The particular 
theſe are alſo divers and various. Firlt, by the Hand of Juſtice in FRY 
the Sword of the Publique Magiſtrate : The Magiſtrate is ſaid g, 1. '1ng 
mot #2 bear the Sword in vain, to be a terrer to evill works ; to be the Mi- of. luſtice, 
nifter of God , a Revenger to execute bis wrath upon bim that doth Row.13, 3,4. 
evil, &c. Tolhew both himwhatis his office ; and otbers, what to 
look for from him. In thoſe Kingdoms, and Cities, and Com- 
mon-wealths, where Juſtice flourifhes , and the execution of 
good,and wholſome Laws is in any force, fin will be ſure tofind 
men out in this regard. 

Secondly, By the Hand of Violence, in the ſword of the Common 11. 
Enemy. Thoſe which ſcape the cxecutions of peace , they meet By th: hand 
ſometimes with the puniſhments of zarre, and common inva» <4 Violence. 
ſion; And the Sor/dier here does that,(though ic may be 
orher ——a 7 which the Afagiftrate ſhould hayvedone eee 
him. There's many a one has been. a priſoner of warre, which 
ſhould have been a priſoner of . Common>juſtice. Many one has 
been p/xordred, who Thould have 'been confiſcated; And many an 
ene has loit his lite by. a Baer, which it may beg if he had. had 
his dac,fhou!d have loſt it avather way.In the proſecution of theſe 
late bloody warres among|t our ſelves, as God has puniſhc the 
whole Kingdom in generall for the common abominations, {o 
he has met wich ſome perſons in particular ( no queſtion )for 
their particular miſcarriages; which in ſo great a number on 
either fide may be well ſuppoſed wichout any uncharitable- 


neſle. 
Thirdly, By the Hang of Falſhood, in the ſword of ſtrange Chi: y,, the had 


dren, As Gad meets with men by common Enemics, ſoalſoby gf eyhood. 
falſe friends-whom he makes ſometimes In'.ruments of- Juſtice. 
As Benbadzd flainby Hazae! ; Sexmacheribiby his own two-fonss 
Iſbboſperh by his ſervants, $%c. 724 | L :&N 
Fourth'y, By the Hind of Fary, and Deſpair, in the {word of TV 

Aon themie/uer Rarher then linthall nar find tome meu our,God By the ks F 

will make it © ind them out now and then even by their own ot Deſpair. 
, wicked 
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tion of the 
perions- 


I 


SE ccat men, 


wicked hands. «v7:X{pis. As Saul, and Achitophel, and Juda, 
and ſuch as theſe; ſo fearfull a thing is it for any to takeliberty 
in any ſinfull conrſe,upon hope ofeſcaping puniſhment. Though 
they might be ſafe from cebers, yet they are not ſure to be ſafe 
from themſelves. And this for the Means of Accompliſhment. 

Now further yet for the Defignation of the perſons ; It is ſaid 
here in the Text, Towr fin will find you out. You ? Who's this you? 
Surely,if we take it hiſtoricaly,it is no more but Rexen,and Gad, 
the two Tribes which are here mentioned in the Chapter ; Bur 
if moreover we take it morally(as indecd we oughtto take it)ſo 
it reaches to mary more, even to all finners whatſoever; And that 
under All the Priviledges and Qualifications which may ſeem 
to exempt them, and to make for the diſcharge of them ; As 
briefly theſe. Firſt, you, though never ſo Great. The in of Noble 
men and Princes. Secondly, you, though never ſo wiſe. The fin 
of Stateſmen, and Politicians. Thirdly, you, though never fo 
good; thefinof godly men and Saints. Fourthly, you, chough 
never ſo many. The fin of an whole Land,and Nation. You in All 
theſe acceptions will fin beſureto find our. 

Firſt. You, thoagh never ſo Great. The fin of Noblemen and 
Princes. Ido not come hither Right Honourable) in a cynicall 
humour toreproach, or in the lealt manner to detratt from out» 
ward greatnefle; whether greatneſſe of Birth,and Parentage ; or 
greatnes of Axthority,and place;l bonour them,and eſteeme them, 
as Iought.Neicher doIcome hitherto deny or caſt a Veyl upon 
the Graces and Vertues which are in divers great & Honorable 
perſons; Iacknowledge them, and rejoyce in them; That there 
are thoſe inthis number which are a great ornamer: to Religion, 
which are a great bleſſing to the Kingdom, which are a great 
incouragement of gedlinefſc in others of inferiour condition; 
But yet withall give me leave to adde this as a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
that if there be any which are not zbws, but rather the quite 
contrary (as I would with all my heart, ic were uncharita= 
bleonce to ſyppoſe)their greatneſſe.can be no ſhelter to their 
wickedneſſe. Sin will find us out though neyer ſs greatz under a 
coat of Velvet, as well as under a garment of Ragges ; under 
Tifize, as well as ander ſackcloth. Kings, and Princes, and Nobles, 
end all the Great ones, and Honourable of the earth, their fin 
without repentance will beſure to fall heavy upon them,as well 
as 


LF 
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a$0n any other. There's but one way to heaven both for great 
2nd meaner perſons. And the ſame wayes, and means of ſalva- 
tion, which are neceſſary for cither. Ye ſee that Nature makes 
nodifference of you; and why ſhould ye expett it from Grace? 
If ye be fick, it is che ſame Phylick mult cure you: if you be 
wounded, it is the ſame Balſam muſt heal you,which muſt alſo 
other men z you mult be purged, and blooded, and lanced, and 
ſcarified, and bliſter'd as occaſion ſerves, as well as thoſe of 
meaner condition. And is it not fo in fpiricuals, as well as in 
corporals? Yes out of all queſtion; that ſo you, may the better 
entertain theſe miniſteriall awakenings. For though ye may be 
above the Preacher, yet yeare not above the Ordinance; and 
though the ſpeaker be inferior to you, yet the Ward has a command 
over you. Alas (my Lords )what do we ſpeak of greatneſſe, _ 

when we think ofthe Great God, and that Majeſty which is in 2 Ning.19.4. 
Him, who if he do but ler a ſparkle of his wrath fall upon the Bp oor 
conſcience, the greateſt that are cannot ſubfiſt or hold up their caxtis, peccati 
heads. Tay KINGS could not ſtand before him, as was once 9#19, major 
aid of Jebx, how then ſballW: ſiznd? Oh let Great men ſtand in awe #vidia 3 #64 
of this Great God; let Great men take heed of Great fins; and yea — # 
of little ones too, which in them are greater then in others ; and 2% wer 
ſo arecalter found out; * you, though never ſo Great. Salvian, 
_ Secondly, you, though never ſo wife ; The fin of Stateſmen 2. 

and Politicians. W:ſdome (ſayes the Preacher )# a defence ; and Wiſe men. 
ſoindeed it is. It keeps off many an evill, which might ſall:gj- =<clcf.7-12 
ther upon a State, or o—c a perſon. But it is ſtill wiſdome in 
a right and good way. Where there is not Piety as well as Policy, 

there can be no abſolute ſaferie. There's no wiſdome,nor caunſell, nor prov;x1. TI 

dn fepding 4inſt the Lord. Men may uſe all the tricks that 

may be to ſhift themſelves fromthe ſearching of fin butitwill 

at laſt for a)l chis find them. out. Achizopbe! was a yery wiſe 

man, a great and deep Politician; His counſell in thoſe dayes - 

was accounted as the oracleof God. But yer for all that he pro- vn 

ved in conclufion but the Brother of a fool, as his nome iu ſelf fig- "ae 

nifies; and his fin, it found him out for all his wit. Heis wiſe in- 

deed that's wile for bimſe/f;and he is truly wile for hioeſe/fjchat's 

wiſe for his ſol. He that's not wiſe for eternity, and ſalvation, - 

and the things of God, is a fool,and a fool in grain inthe midſt 
_ of his greateſt wiſdome, God es to contound proud wits 
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that ſer themſelves againithim in their deep projefts and de 
fignes; he di{appoines the devices of the crafty, and brings to 
lcb 1:,17- yorhing theunderitanding of che prudent : He leads away Cot 
ſelori fpoyled, and makes the Jredges frols. Sounable is Humane Wifk 

dope £0 keep men off from Hw wrath. T »e, though never jo wiſe. © 
3. * "Thirdly, yourhough neyer {6 grod. The fin of Holy men and 
Good men. Sxints. God wilt nor ſpare fin in his deareſt ſervants ;bat it ſhall 
be ſure co find them our among | the reft. There are ſome which 

would make ns beleeye, as if God ſaw no ſin in bu children, Dees he 

not ſo? Yes, T warrant you, and to ptrrpole ;and ſg they ſhall 

feel tov, totheir coft, which goabour to put him ro the tryall; 

Ik i3 not ſafeto make too bold with Gud, and to try conclufions 

wick Him ; 2s there are too-many which fometimes do, whb 
yenture very deſperately in-this regard ; falling now and then 

ſuch wayes avare not onely marcer of quarrel, and capt 
ouſnestothoſe which are nangbt,and that watch OY 

for their ſlippirig: bat which are alfo marter of ſcandshand jult 
exception to thofe which are good, apd that would fain cover 

their infirmitier. Which do not onely provoke their Enemies, but 

offend their Brethren ; And not onely give occafion to the Ad- 
verſaries of the Lord to blaſpheme,and to railat thera in publick, 

' but alſogiveoccafion to the people of God tu mourn, and to weep 
for them in fecret; Which turn the grace of God into wantonneſſe, per= 
vert their {accefle in imptoyments, and abuſe that intereſt 
which they have in the hearts and good opinion of thoſe which 

3 


are faitlifall; both to the \7 _ ind alfo juſtifying of cheir 
own unſatisfs courſes: Well, ler all fuch cake heed : their 
fins will at Taft find them out. And they ihatl;know and fee 


wich a witneffe; rhac che berter they detired to be thowght , the 

* x x bec,pſo- better it has become rhenr#o be; that poodnefſe is no priviledge 
deteriores ſw -x0 fin. And that the betrer 'they are for thele principles , the 
m__ == "more ſhame-nottolive by them. God having deſerved better 
"ire - from ther, and beſtowed upon them more opportunities, atid 


5 amaney when. => pop then others partake of. The goodvieffe of the perſon 


e(ſe debewaes, INC 

Cer does nor jaftifie the badnefſe of the aBiior; Bur the badneffe of the 
im culpa , - | 

7 fs Th a&fon may giveoccafion to ſuſpe@rhe perſon. Tow though never 


. ſo good. 
Pan Sabine" Fourthly, yew though never fo many : The fin of an whale 


Many men, Land,and Nation. Tb ſaith the Lord, though they be quietgand like» , 


Fa 
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Siſewary 3 yer thus ſhall'they be cue down when he paſſerh 
through» Nzb»m 1. 12. And 7b 34-29. When He gives qu-etnefſe, 
who then can make trouble? And when He bides bir face, who then can 


bebold him, whethex it be dome againſt a N ATION, or againſs a MAN - 


emely.? It is all one with God to furilh: he onezas the other;and 
ir has alike eaſineſfe in it. He increaſes 1b- Nations, and deſtroys them; 
He inlarges the Nati ns, and ſtraitens thee» 194 n. Job 12.23. We 
find how God has for tin de'icoyed the 249/e world, and not ca- 
redrofpare that, > Pet. 2.5. Kighteouſneſic exa't; a Nation; bus fin 


# areproach to any peoÞ'e. Prov: v4.34. Toany people lexmmins. To O'DN? 


people or Nations in generalland indefinirte'y,let them be what 
y will be: | 
isrrue of All People, and it is ere of All fingbut yet of ſome 
fins more <ſpectally which the Scripture points out unto us,and 
which Iſh all briefly-inftancein; i) oh VN; 
1 'Firſt, the fin of marther and blood: Thats a ſearching and a 


Land principally mourns, Hef. 4.2. They 'reak out, and blord tomch- 
eth blood. And what then? Therefore ſÞail tbe Lud mort, and every 
one that dwels therein. .3. Blood it is lack a fitr as will havervent, 
where everir is; and that Land cannor be innocent, which is 
any way guilcy of it; If*hwdo bur lye at the bottomythere can 
be no perfe& peace cill ic be removed, and taken away ; like a 
Blood-hound that follows the ſene, and never leaves till it hath 
found out thething. This a Land may be guilty of,not onely 
by immediate commiſſion, when it lyes under ſome bloody AG; 
bat alſo by participationeither by concurrence,or cl{e by connivence. 
That Law which God gave to Nob is peremprory and indi(- 
| able. Gen: 9. 6, Wheſo fbedderb mans blood, by man all ibia blasd 
eſbed. And this is not'onely a prediction ' as ligniffing whac 
Þallbe; but it is likewiſe an -— prannr asfignifying what onghr 
ro be, and what God Himfſelt expects ſhould be ; as appears by 
the words wen thes. "_ the mo Chap. Surely your blood 
of your Tiver will require, at the hand otevery Beeft wilbIrequine 
refit > ' At the band of every nk ary, 
rere the Tife of man. Obſerve here two exÞrefſions ; Ar the band 
if mm. And, # the bandofevery many brother. Atthehand of man, 
the principal: And at the hand of every mans brother as the ae> 
of That's vie latid-fmding fin 3 the fin- of -Murther. and 
Blood. E 3 Secondly, 


The fins which 
find out a Na- 


I. 
crying fin, where ever it lyes. It's oneof thoſe fins ter which a oy and 
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Secondly. Injuſtice and oppreſſion. W's be to her that us folthy and 
polluted, to the oppreſſing City; Z:phan. 3. 1. And Iſa. 3. 14,15. The 
Lord willenter ints judgement with the Ancients of hu people, and the 
Princes thereof, Why? For ye have eaten up the V iney ard; the f1yl of the 
poore #4 in your houſes, &&c. And Pal: 14+ 4. Have the workers of, inv+ 
quity noknowledge, which eat up my people as they eat b-cad Þ\T his ops 
preſſion, it isa Fo which the Scripture much complains of, and 
ſtill notes wich a tang at the end of it; and which God will be 
ſure to puniſh where ever he finds it. Thus Eccleſ. 5. 8. If ton ſeeſt 
the oppreſſion of the poore, and violent perverting of Juſtice in @ Province, 
marvell not at the matter; For he that u higher then the bigheſt regard; 
it, and there be higher then they. Marvell not at the matter; as if it were 
a ſtraxge thing ic thould be ſo: for it is an ordinary and common 
ſin, in regard of mans corruptionziAnd then, marvell not at the 
matter; that it ſhould be permitted co beſo, for the providence of 
God does wiſely ſuffer it for very good reaſons; He that's 4 
then the bigheſt regards it: that is, He which is above all Civill Aa. 
giſtrates whatſoever, who are the highelt upon Earth. Regards it, 
that is, takes noticeof it, by way of ſinple 05ſervation, And regards 
it, that is, intends co prnifs it, by way of wretbfull vindication. 

This is a point which were very well co be confidered , and 
thought of by our ſelves; whether we have not that in this kind 
among Vs, which will find us out; whether we may not jaſtly 
takeup that complaint of the Preacher Solomon ; I [aw und:r the 
Sun the place of Judgement, that wickedneſſe was thete ;, and. the place 
of righteowſneſſe, that iniquity was there. Eccle(.3.16. What! Wicked- 
zeſſe in the place of Judgement ? And Iniquiry in the place of 

obteouſneſſe ? Oh tearfull ! Wickednefle is alwayes odjous,and 
abhominable, letic be whereit will be; And iniquity is never 
commendable, what ever place we choole tor it- But wickednefſe 


-inthe place of Judgement, this is horrible indeed. And iniquit 


in the place of righteowſneſſe, this is by no means to be indured. 
Sin, it's bad enough in it's center,and in that place,which is mot 


-proper to it, even.in Hell ic (elf, and among(t the damned crew 
* there. But when ic gets amongſichoſe, which are good, and intg 


are ſometimes the greatelt oppreſſors: Andrhoſe which 


thoſe places which ſhould moſt abandowit,as itrwere into Hear 
ven it ſelf, here it is moſt intolerable z yet chis is that which 


ſometimes it does. Thoſe which ſhould moſt releeve the preſs 
moſt 


- 
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molt puniſh violence, are the moſkyiolent of all others them- 
_ _— was that which God took ſoill __ —_ of = 
ple: Iſa. 5.7. That he looked for Judgement, but ppre 
Fo for Righteowſneſſe, but al «Cry. In the Hebrew Text 
there's a very elegant parozomsſiz to ſhew the greatneſſe of the 
| inverſion, and diſ-appointment , Leimiſhphat ve-hinneb miſpach; 
beThdbabgh, ve-binneb Tſedbnakab.And that's the ſecond fin;Op- 
-eſſion. 

Thethird is Hypocrifie and Difſimulation; this is another III. 
kind of fin, which tinds out a Kingdom. Iſa. 9: 17. Therefore the =, per 
Lord ſball have no Foy in their young men, neither ſball have mercy on © NY 
their fatherleſſe, and widows, for every ones an Hypocrite, and an evill 
doer, $c. For all this buy anger 14 not turned away, but bit hand #s ſtretch- 
edout ſtill. So again, Iſa. 10.5, 6. Ob Aſſyrian, the rod of mine angers 
&c-1will ſend bim againſt an Hypocriticall Nation, and- againſt the 
People of my Wrath, will I give bim a charge. Where an Hypocriticall 
Nation, and the people of Gods wrath are made to be* terms 
convertible. Hypocrifie in a Nation brings the wrath of God 
upon it. 

Thisrans out in divers heads. Firſt,in the Semblances of Hu In divers 
miliation; Secondly,in'thie Preterices to Reformation; Thirty, vin 
inthe Falſtftications of Covenant. * © | 

Firſt, in the Semblances of Humiliation. This is ſuch a milſ- | 


carriage, asdoes provoke God exceedingly againlt them, as ye — bemore —Þ 


may ſee by ſundry inſtances in Scriptare, I can bat mention | ;-... 
them. Hoſe. 7. 4. They have not pa me with their beart. 1a. _— 
58. 5. Te faſt for ftrife, and debate, 8c. Zach. 7.5. When ye faſted, ye 
did not faſt unto Me, thc. | 

Secondly, In pretences to Reformation : when people make 
avif they would reform, bit intend nothing lefſe. As thofe in ,, ,....nce 
Jeremy, Cap.42. yer. 20,21: Te diſſembled in your hearts, when you tg Reforma» 
fent me to the Lord your God, ſaying, Pray for ws to the Lord owr God; tion. 
and according to-all that the Lord owr God ſhall ſay, and declare, that 
will we do. And ſo again thoſe in Ezekiel, cap. 33: 31- They come 
« the peaple cometh, an. with their nexuth ſhero much loave,but their heart 
runneth after their covetonſneſſe.T his is that which lyes heavy upon 
ar ſelves, our miſcarriage in this particular ; If we would deal 
plainly and freely with God, and tell him what wearerelolv'd 
on (as indeed we ſhew by our praQtiſe) namely, to live as we = 

; an 
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and to do whatſoever.ſcems good in our own eyes it may bey 
Exod.33.5, hewouldake it better atour hands; Ff we would put off our orna* 
ments from us, be might kgoxw what to do anto w;but now to pretend 
to amendment, and ance, and reformation of lite, and 
yeteo abide ſill as wedo,this mult needs very deeply provoke 

him. For what is this but to do as Iſrael in Pſa 75.36, 37? 
Thirdly, Inthe Falfifications of Covenant. This is a very 
In the f:Ififi- great quarrel which God takes up ſometimes again(t his peo» 
cations of Co- ple: The Quarrell of his Covenanc , when they deal falfly and 
I hypocritically in zh ; which may be conſidered in a three-fold 
L. Explication. Firity in point of taking of Covenants ; when e 

In taking it. ſhall doir onely for htinilter ends ; ſome by, and politick ref] 
onely to ad vantage themſelves in ſome externall and worldly 
Me 7 and not out of the principles of Religion, and 
conſcience, and dro God. This is that which will find 
them out z eſpecia y in the miſlings of thoſe very ends, which 
they propound, and ayme at init. There's nothing more dan» 
geraus in Religion, then to make that which is defirable for it 
ſelf, to be no otherthen a means, and conducement to ſomes» 
whatelſe,which is inferior coin. As if the wayes of God were 
pond fornothing, but onely copromateus inthe world, and to 
ct us forward in our ſccular aftairs; when as indeed there's an 
intrinſecall worth, and: value in them, which may incifc us, 
even where we ſuffer by chem. Covenants are not matters of f+- 

licy, but Picty, and foto be undertaken, 

% * , Again, As there may befalſenelicein raking of Covenants, fo 
In urging t. theremay be a'fotalſenefle in weing them, and an Hypocriti- 
call fanding upon them.As ye ſha)l have ſome,when they would 
promote any. thing which is ſutable co their own affeZ;ons. Oh 
we muſt keep (ur Cruenant. Yes, and good reaſan, | why ſhould ye 
not ? Bur then be ſure ro keep; ic zweed. Blie- ye do but falter 
Gal.6 7, with God, ani mock H:m, who w/l not be macked. There's a two» 
| to!d urgins ot a Covenant in an hypocritical! manner. The one 
_— is, when i: is urged pariialh; and the other is, when ic is urged 


Pervaſl;.. rerverſly., Fir'l, when ic is ucged partially; inſome parts, but noe 
% 


in others. As 11 7 infance, yethall have (oney who will be: tor 
the Covenant, +! 't is contrary t0'beaeſie 3 Ob by all means that« 
Pur they arc nv 107 it af it Is CONTAry tO prof aneneſſe. Herey they 
will not be ſhack. .d 5y-ic. Again on theorher tide, ye ſhall have 
lome 
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ſome who will be for the Covenant, as it is a renouncing of ſ#- 
perſtition. Here, remember our Covenant. But they will not be 
for it, asit is a renouncing of Schiſme: Here, itis no Covenant at 
all. What's this, I beſeech ye, but toplay and trifle with Reli» *Librum D4 ut 
gion, as we pleaſe, and to make the —_ of God ſubordi- pecininſpices: 
nate and ſubſervient to our own looſe affe&ions? So, ſecondly, $7745 De 
there may be anurging of Covenants perverſly alſo; when we wr — 
ſhall ſtrive todraw that out of them, which is not intended in difplices Des. 
them; makethem a noſe of wax as men do alſo ſometimes with Auguſt. 

the Scriptures, Which thoſe that are unlearned, aud unſteble, wreſt td 2 Per. 3.16. 
their own deſtruttion. 

The third is falſeneſſe in Breach of Covenant; which is the ; 
higheſt ſtep. of all. There are ſome which take Covenants, but In Breaking 
never#think ofthem, and ſo take Gods Name in yain. Andthere ** 
are others which take Covenants ,' and yet wittingly break 
them ; which is a fin of a moſt fearfull guilt alſo, And cruly, it 
does very much depend(for the occafion of it)upon the firſt; For 
thoſe that take Covenants hypocritically,will never keep them con- 
ſcionably.. There's nothing will hold an Atheiſt faſt ; not the ſo- 
lemneſt ingagements that can be: All the Oathes and Cove 
nants, and Vows that can poſſibly be thoughc of , they are all 
nothing to him. And this is the third ſearching fin; to wit, Hy- 
pocrifie, and Diſlimulation. 

_ | The Fourth is,Contempt of the Goſpel,and Ordinancesaand 7 Y, 
Miniſteriall Diſpenſations. This is afinwhich will find out'that Contempt of 
people which are guilty of it. As ye may fee by Chriſts upbraid- the-Ord'nan- 
ing of thoſe Cities where he had ſometimes preached. Matth. <5: 

11.21. Wo unto thee Corazin, wownto thee Bethſaida, &c. It fhall be 

eafier for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Judgement then 

for thoſe-places. Sodom and Gotnarrah, we know what fear- 

full ſins were amongſt them, and what puniſhments fell upon 

them; But thenegleQ of the Goſpel, and Ordinances, ye (ee is 

threatned far above theſe. This might juſtly makeus to trem- 

ble ofthis Land and Nation our ſelves, for our guiltinefle in 

this particular. What little fruit have we brought forth an- 
ſwerableto the means which we have injoyed? yea how do we 

beginto loath and deſpiſe the heavenly Mannah which lyes 

about our Tents? How do we diſguſt and diſreliſh the whol- 

ſome Truths of Religion, and the form of ſound Do&rine, and 


F apply 
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| apply our ſelves to nothing almoit but fancies and conceits of 

1 lim 6:44 qgurown; whereof comes ſtrife, &c. What does this portend, but 
the taking away of the Candleltick trom us, ( if by repentance 
wedo not prevent it )which is the Greatelt Judgement that can 

"ſp betall as? 
vigtulog of * Andtothis flighting and comemning of the Goſte/, we may 
IUINEIN) joyn, which is very pertinent co it, the {lighting of thoſe which 
are the Miniſters, and Mellengers of it; Deſpifing of theic Gifts, 
diſhonourtiug of their perſons ; withholding of thetr dues , &c. 
This is a Pointe which we which are Miniſters muſt not meddle 
with, our mouthes are here ſtopt ; when we ſpeak of them we 
preach our ſelves, and our own ends; This is preſently laid in 
ourdiſb, and objefed to us, rhough the ſouls of our people be 
never ſo much concern'd in ir.. But therefore it concerns people 
themſelver ſo much the more to look after it s and to take heed of 
being guilty of it. Where the Patient forbids the Phyſician to 
take care of him, he had need to be the more watchfull over 
himſelf; And ſo here. As for Vs, we would have the world to 
know ;Thbat we receive not bononr from men; neither from men do we 
our reward. Thy money periſ® with thee ;, As Peter to Simen 
Magm. AG.8. 20. Keep thy gifts #0 thy ſelf, and give thy rewards to 
arether; as Daniel ſaid once to Belſbazzar. Dan. 5. 17. There's no 
true Miniſter of Chriſt but counts his ork eo be his greateſt Ho- 
noar, and ſuch as he wonld-not exchange for what ever the 
| world can calt upon himz And for rewardywe ſerve a Maſter that 
2 — 36: willipay us,we areſure of #bat. We would not have all our wages 
Fee here te be to chem that have ! ) But yet th9 ſhall not ſerve their 
Mal. 3.9. turns, which would keep it from as. Their 6 ſhall be ſure to find 
Deut, 3 3.!1+ Shemont- Theſc are things which are not beleeved, becauſe they 
are not a IG ell, let us go on, and mark what will 
be rhe End of it. God has time enongh to puniſh this fin, when 

: we are dead and rotten in er Graves. 

V. A fift Land- finding fin is Licentiouſneſſe, and want of Go» - 
Licentiouſnes, verntnent,whether in Church or State; whereby the flood-gates 
and Tolerati- axe opencd to all Error, and Herefie, and to All vice and pro» 
«of Error. £xncnefle. This is ſuch an Iniquity, and miſchief as God will 

not endure; And that becauſe itis oppolite to his Soveraisntie, 
and Authority inthe world, and (as much as it can,as we may 
ſpeak with an Holy Reverence ) puts himſelf out of his place. 


loh 5, 41: 
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Thoſe thattake away (ubordinate Government, they do by de- 
grees [irike at Supreme, which is the Government of God him- 


ſelf. They have not rejedted Thee, but they have rejelted Me. 1 Sam. 8. 


7. This is a fin which will be ſure to fall heavy upon thoſe 
people which are guilcy in this kind ; yea, and that from the 
ching ic ſelf. That which is their ſay ſhall be their puniſhment, 
and they ſhall at laſt be ſure to rue that liberty , which they 
now {o much plead for. 

Laſtly, toadde nomorenow : This very fin here in the Text; _ VL 
The negle&of Aſſiſtance of the Church againſt their Enemies N*2)<&t of 
is a fin which will find a Land out; And that eſpecially by ma- . = _ - 
king thoſe Enemies moſt grievous and burdenſome to them. TY 
But of this I have ſpoken largely in the beginning. Thus you 
tbaugh never ſo many. And thus much alſoof the Deſognation of the 

53 Tour ſin will find T OU ont. : 

Well, ſecing theſethings are ſo; That fin will find out Us; ler The Appl; 
this be the uſe we make ot it, to be carefull ro find out It; and to ©" PP 
begin wichthat firſt. This is the beſt and ſafeſt courſe, which ©” 
can beraken by us;Ic being of the nature of that creature,which 
if it be firſt ſpy'd by us it Pores us z burif we be firſt ſpy'd by it, ic 
kils ns. And this futes very well with the words of the Text,ac- 
cording as they ſeem torun verbatimin the Hebrew 3 And know 

fin which will find you out. Udegnou chatiathkem, alber 
alſo tranſlaces ic. 

Now there are two things which concera us in this particu- La, wherher 
lar: Firſt, to find out whether : And ſecondly, to find out which. _ * b- , 
Firſt, to find out whether. That is, to find out the nature and ws 
condition of thoſe things which we venture upon, whether 
they belawfull yea or no; Torelolve our ſelves well in that,, L 
and not tolye in any fin unkxown. This is one way of finding out Wherker, 
our fin. Remember that of Solomons, Prov. 20. 25, It is a ſnare for 
a mn to devoure that which us holy z and after Vows to make inquiry. It 
is good forus to be ſufficiently ſatished, and well informed in 
that which we do, and not to venture upon fin we care not how. 

For next to a lin againſt knowledge, is a lin of affefied Ipnerance, aavva © v4. 
yea indecd does lictle differ from it. There are ſome people 20s, 
which are willnyly ignorant concerning fuch and ſuch fins Be > Vet, 3,50 
cauſe their /ſts carry them toſuch wayes whether Ambition or 
Covetouineſle, or thelike ; and withall they think their Conſei- 
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ences would rub them if they werethroughly informed about 
them ; therefore they chooſe to content themſelves with any 

ieht, and cafe inquiries,as thinking to ſalve themſelves at lait 
by this ſhift, That they knew not indeed that they were ſins; Theſe are 
ſuch (as our Saviour ſpeaks of ) which hate the /ight , and which 
lore darkneſſe rather then light, becauſe their deeds are evill. Theſe are 
juſt like ſome kind of theeves, which put out the candle,that they 
may the better ſteal in the dark. Bur let Vs for our parts by all 


*means take heed of this, let us labour to find fin out in this Ex» 


plication; And that becauſe there may be a great deal of dan- 
ger and miſchief even in a ſinunknown ; Danger to an whole State, 
which from hence may lye open to miſcarriage, as it was once 
with the people at A; abour the fin of Achan. And Danger to a 
particular perſon; which from hence may lye under a curſe, and 
wither, and moulder away he knows not how ; And eſpeciall 
in his inward-man, which is the chiefeſt of all.As a man which 
has a ſervant, which is a theif, he goes backward in his eſtate, 
inſenfibly; ſo does-a man which has a ſecret fin in his ſoul go 
backward in grace; isnot ſo ſerviceable, nor profitable, nor 
comfortable, as otherwiſe he might be *. Hence it was that Da» 
z:4defired to be kept from ſecret ſins ; not onely ſuch as were ſe- 
cret to others, but eſpecially which were ſecret to himſe/f; which 
is the proper meaning of that pr P/al.19.12. For which pur- 
poſe he allo further defires the help and affiltance of God. Pſal. 
139. 23. Search me O God, and know my beart; try me, and know my 
thoughts: Ang ſee if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlaſting. And thus far of fins: whether ; which: is the firſt 
thing to be ' Mer out by is. - 

The ſecond is of ſins which; that is,wharthoſe fins be which 
we are moſt guilty of,ot thoſe things which we are perſwaded 
are finfull. This is that which lyes upon us All : But eſpecially 
(to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon) upon thoſe which havethe Govern- 
ment of Kingdoms , and Common-wealths- committed - unto 
them. Theſe had need to find ont fin more eſpecially, for the 
ſafety and welfare of that State,which they havethe ordering, 
and managing of. 

Firſt; Their own perſonal fins ; which have a very great influ- 
ence upon the ſtate and condition of the Common-wealth.And 
that in ewo particulars ; Firſt, As a Proyocation of wrath; And, 
ſecondly, 
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ſecondly, as an obſtruftion of mercy. 

Firſt ; As a Provocation to wrath ; in that God oftentimes 
puniſhes a —_— and gives them up to ſuch wayes , and 
judgements, eſpecially for ſuch mens fins. As we may ſee in If» 


racl upon Davids miſcarriage. Perſons of Quality and Place as 1 Sam. 24.7, 


they are Great Bleſſings, where they do that which they ſhould 
do:{o they arethe contrary,where they dothat which is amiſſe: 
and an whole Kingdom fares the worle for their ſakes, as pro» 
voking Gods wrath the more againlt it. 

But Secondly ;That's not all; It is not onely a Provocation of 
wrath, but an Obſtrudtion of mercy ;-whenſuch lyeunder any 
guilt, God defers to beal a-Land for their ſakes alſo: and refuſes 
to make uſe of them, in the repairing of the Breaches. He will 
not youch(afe to work by them, which walk in any evill way. 
And ſo the Land alſo ſuffers from them thws : This ſhews how 
far ic concerns ſuch perſons to find out their fins, not onely for 
the good, and ſalvation of their own ſox!s, but alſo for the good 
and ſafety of the poore Kingdom whereunto they belong. And 
this for the ſearch of their own perſonall fins. 

Secondly, They are to find ont alſo the fins of the Kingdom. 


2, 
The fins of 


I havealready adminiſtred ſome help in this performance by ,;. 1q..i,n, 


the hint of thoſe fins before mentioned; All which Ihumbly de- 
lire may be taken into ſerious conlideration. And eſpecially 
(which grows (o much upon us, and which threatens ſo much 
evill tous)that finof Libertiniſme, and Toleration , which is 
the ring-leaderto all the reſt, and involves all others with it. 
Oh that this ſhould ever be once mentioned amongſt us here in 
England, who have injoyed ſo much of the Goſpel of Truth; as 
we havedone; Derived to us from our Godly fore-fathers, (eal- 
ed tous by the Blood of the Martyrs, proſecuted with fo many 
Bleſſings, and Viftories, and Gracioas ſucceſſes both of former 
and later times, to the admiration both of Enemies & Friends! 
Is this the fruit and ifſue of all that God has done for us? And 
do all our overtures of Reformation come to this? Surely God 
cannot bur take it very i!l from us, that we ſhould bur incline 
and lean hereunto ; As he {aid to Davidof his building of the 
Temple; Thou didſt well that it was in thine heart: And accordingly 
was well pleaſed with him. So will he ſay to us of our contrary 


carriage; That it is ill that it # in our heart; It ſo be it be _ 
F 3 o#;- 
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ſo far, as I hopeit is not. What? when we have ſo much appear- 
ed againlt Popery and Superſtition, ſhall we now begin to think of 
Indifferency and Tileration ? Certainly ; It's but yu ws exchange 
of a Bxd Religion for none. Although indeed it will be no ex- 
change, but rather a furcher Confirmation : Toleration of All other 
Errours does but {trengthen Popery amongſt che reſt ; which 
will at leaſt think ſo well of it ſelf, as to come in for a childes 
art. 
f We ſee, how it is {till with us at this preſent Day ; Notwich- 
Suid qui- ſtanding all the Blood , which hath been hitherto fhed in the 
mu ren - ” Kingdom, yet we lye under many jealouſtes, and diſtraftions 
ye. > fill, in which we know not what may befall us. And is it any 
nos cum Do firange matter that itſhould be (o in good earnelt with us, if we 
durins agimuce confider all ? Is it any wonder that We ſhould not know, how 
Salv. 1.4% Godwill deal with Us, when as He does not know how we will 
deal with Him?(I ſpeak after the manner of men.) How muſt 
we not needs be ſo unſetled in regard of Peace, whiles we are 
unſetled in regard of Trath ? 
The Conclu- Well, todraw toa Concluſion. God has now (Right Hono- 
lon. rable)brought us to the cloſe of an Old Teer: wherein we have 
had Great Experiences of his Goodneſle to us. Of his Goodnefle 
to the Land in Generall ; And of his Goodnefle to owr ſelves in 
articular; To the Land in Generall, in the completing of our 
Vidoories, and ſuccefle, and in Reducing of the Kingdom to the 
Power of the preſent Parliamentyſo that now we may ling with 
the Pſa]milt, Pſal. 48.12. Walk about Sion, and go round about ber, 
tell the tewers thereof; mark ye well her Bulwarks; Conſider ber palaces; 
that ye may tell it to the Generation following : for rhiy God 14 our God 
for ever and ever; He will be our guide even unto Death.Thisis a Great 
Mercie : And this for the Land in Generall. 
And further for our ſelves in particular ; God has here alſo 
done moſt graciouſly with us, in that he has kept us from the 
Bevouring Peſtilence, and thoſe contagious fickneſles, and difea= 
ſes which the City for this laſt yeer now paſt has been viſited 
withall. What does he expe now from us, but that we ſhould 
anſwerably give up ourſelves to His ſervice? And in our ſeveral 
Opportunities be Attive for His Glory ; as knowing that the 
Greater our ſphere is of doing good, the more does he expeRt 
trom us. 
We 
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We have heard, how ſin will find ws ont ; And fo let me adde 
for our Comfort by proportion will Grace to. Oneſipborns that 2 Tim.1. 1 7, 
found out Paulina way of Compaſſionate viſitation, Mercy found ' *: 
- out bimin a way of anſwereble compenſation. And (© it ſhall like- 
wiſe be with all others beſides: e's no man that does any 
Good, vvhich ſhall goanrevyarded for it ; But then when he reſts Rev, 14-13» 
from bis Labowrs, his works ſball follow bim. Yea let the Good vyhich : 
he does be never ſo ſecret and private, yet it ſhall alſo be found 
out. Secret prayers, and ſecret alms,and ſecret mournings, and 
humiliations for fin ; Thy F ather that ſees in ſecret will reward thee Matth. 6 6. 
openly. There are ſome, which can donoGreat matters, excepr 
all the world takenotice of them, and applaud them, and cry 
them up ; making their Greateſt contentment tolye in their in- 
conragements from Men; But theſe are things which will ſoon 
wear off, and come to nothing ; When all comes to all,this will 
be our Greateſt ReJoycing z The Teſtimony of a Good Conſci- 
ence; That in the ſenſe of our manifold Inftirmities we have in- 
deavovred to dilcharge our Duties , and to approve our ſelves 


— _— — 


ro God ; who will never ſuffer' any of us ro de loſers by his 
ſervicez but in all the di-regards of the world will himfelf bes , Ich. v.8. 
{tow upon us « full reward, A Reward inour Conſciences; And a 
Reward in our Conditions ; And a Reward in Heaven it ſelf; 
which is the Grear Reward of all ; What ever good we have 
done, ic will ſooner or later find ns out; and epecially then, 
when we have greateſt need of it ; In affiiftion and temptation; 
at the hoare of Death; and at the Day of Jutligement z Ther will 
Goodnefſe be Goodnefle indeedy as well as fin; which though we 
may not reſt in it, in ofder to meriry and carnall confidenee, yet 
we may be very much ſatisfied from itzin order to eviifort, and 
ſelf-reflexion 5 and accordingly fhould often think of theſe 
things to quicken us to Vaty. 

And now for this enſuing New Yeer, let ts be hence perfwa- 
ded to (et upon it, with a purpoſe and endeavour of doing all 
the Good that we ean , and to make amends for any tormer 
negle&s. Toſerve God irr our ſeverall opportunities , and ro 
be advantagions to the Good of his Church , and that Caufe 
which himſelf owns in the worlkd-;z and wilt own. So  ſha!l the 
Lord himlelf take pleaſure inus, and delight to do us good; 
to blefſe us in our perſons, and to blefe us in our counſels, and 
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co bleſſe us in our undertakings, and to blefſe us iv our whole 
Kingdom, and tocontinue to be a God unto us, and toall Po- 
ſterity after us even to ſucceeding Generations. 

But if ye willnet do ſo, bebold, ye have fonned againſt the - 
Lord,and be ſure your, [ins will find you out. To cs! 


FINIS, 
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The Names of the Preachers before the Parliament: 


Anno 1 646. 


Mr. Whitaker 2 Chron-26.15. | Mr. Hyyrick, Heft, 4. 16 
Mr. Hickes Hoſ. 5.15. 4 Mr. Torſbel Dewt. 16, 20. 


Mr. Evance 1 Sam. 2.30. | Mr. W. ulkinſou Nymb. 23.23. 


Mr. Cary am. 4 8. | Mr. Cradock I Joh. 1. 3,4, 
Mr.V ines am. 4+ 8. | Mr. Borroughs Matth. 5.6, 
Mr. Caſe Pſal. 107. 30, 31. | Mr. Palmer Ia. 58, 12, 
Mr. Caryll Lk. 10. 20. | Mr. Marſhall Pſal. 8.2, 
Mr. Woodcock, Gen. 49. 23. | Mr. Bridge Zepb. 2.3, 
Mr. 7, Hag. 1, ,, | Mr. Maynard Phil. 3.21, 
Mr. Goodwyn P/al.105. I4. Mr. Leckier Ia. 53.10, 
Mr. A. Burges Numb. 11. 12, | Mr. Strong Ezra 9.13. 
Mr.Caſe | Exod. 5. 24, | Mr. Price Ezz4 9. 6,7. 
Mr. Bolton Matth. 1.2. | Mr. Dell Hebr. 9. 10. 
Mr. Chbeynel Gen. 18, I 9. Mr. Koberts P/al. SI, 17+ 
Mr. Carylt P/al. 118, 17. Mr. Marſball E Chron. 1 2. 32, 
Mr. Peters P/2l. 31.23.) Mr. Nucomen Hebr. 4. 13. 
Mr. Nalton Jer. 13.27. | Mr. Goode Amos 7.5. 
Me. Owen AF 16, x1, | Mr. Horton Numb. 3%. 23, 
Mo. Tailor Gen. 35.1. 


